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1. 1 FA K A 1 'Y 
AMUSEMENT, 
WRITTEN »y « LADY. 


— — 

err 
r 
From a married, lo a ſingle Lady, to 


warn her of a too precipitate Choice 
in the Marriage State. 


| My pear Emily, 


A N unaccountable report pre- 
vails in my neighbourhood that 
you are ſoon going to give 
your hand to. a gentleman of a 

Vol. II. B very 
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very gay character, with whom you 
have only danced thrice at Bath. 
Is this true? J hope not. For 
heavens ſake, think what you are 
about; — and do not raſhly venture 
on abſolute ruin, with your eyes 
open. From your .ample fortune, 
you can have no temptations to 
do that from the fear of poverty, 
which many indigent, but worthy 
young women are forced to do; 
namely, to give their reluctant 
hand to. a man who thinks he 
does a woman a mighty honour, 
in aſking her for a wife. Many 
women, for the ſake of being 
ſettled, render themſelves compleat- 
ly wretched, and in fact are un- 
ſettled for life. —You will, per- 
haps, ſmile at my taking the matron 
ſo much upon me, to preach to you 
on this ſubject, who have not been 

married ſix months myſelf. 
Well, my dear, I gve you leave 
to laugh; but I have juſt heard 
| ſo 
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ſo ſhocking a tale of a too preci- 
pitate choice, that I cannot help 
ſhuddering for your fituation.——l 
ſend you, therefore, the particulars 


of the . ſtory, that you may take 


warning, 

I have lately been obliged to en- 
gage a new ſervant, to be about my 
perſon ; and have luckily had a moſt 
amiable young woman recommended 
to me for that purpoſe. There was 


ſomething in her manner, I ſoon ſaw, 


which created my eſteem, and a me- 
lancholy on her ſpirits which excited 
all my pity. 

She had been with me about 
fortnight, when one day, as I was 
returning from a walk, rather ſooner 
than might be expected, and en- 
tering my dreſſing room, I heard 
{ome perſon playing a concerto on 
my harpſicord, with the moſt ex- 
quilite taſte and execution. I im- 
agined ſome viſiter had arrived in 


my abſence, but on opening the 


B2 door, 
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door, was aſtoniſhed to ſee Peggy, 


my maid, ſeated at the harpſichord : 


ſhe roſe at my entrance, in the ut- 
moſt confuſion. 

„ My good young woman, fad 
I) I am now convinced of what I, 
indeed, -from your education, ſince 


I have had the pleaſure of fo agree- 


able a perſon, under my roof, ſuſ- 


pected; namely, that you are in a 


rank, at preſent, greatly inferior to 
your birth.”----(She bluſhed extreme- 


ly) © Nay, (I continued) make me 


your friend indeed, I. am moſt 
ſincerely ſo. As a proof of it, 
from this day forward,, I make you 
my companion. I am, and have 
been often hurt, that you ever was 


any ſervant.----Come, let us go to 


the hermitage, in the wood, and 
there, I hope, you will think me 
worthy your confidence,” _ 

« ] ſhould (ſhe modeſtly plied) 
very ill deſerve your preſent gene- 
rous ſentiments in my favour, if I 

hefitated 
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| heſitated a moment to fulfil your re- 
queſt.“ 

When we were ſeated in our re- 
treat, I again renewed my deſire, 
which ſhe at once complied with, and 
to the belt of my remembrance, in 
the following words : | 

% fear, madam, I ſhall forfeit 
your eſteem, in informing you that 
all my ſorrows flow from too raſh 
and precipitate an election in mar- 
riage :- May my little ſtory be a 
warning to other young people, 
who may, like me, be poſſeſſed of 
a handſome fortune, and deſtitute 
of a parent's careful hand to guide 
their choice.” | 

She heſitated.— That moment L 
thought, Emily, of you ;---and was 
more defirous than before, to hear 
her hiſtory, in hopes it might be 
of ſome little ſervice: to my friend. 
After bitterly ſighing, ſhe continued. 

„My parents dying, when I was 


very young I was left to the care 
B 2 of 
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of a maiden aunt in Eſſex, My ; 
fortune was ten thouſand pounds 
[| which ſum I was to receive at the 
age of twenty one. My aunt was 
one of the beſt of women, but from 
ſome diſappointment in her youth, 
had contracted ſuch an averſion to 


men in general, that no man ever 
entered the doors, but the parſon 
of the pariſh, and my muſic and 
dancing maſters, who were all old 
| married men. I mention this 
circumſtance, becauſe the very parti- 
cular ſtrictneſs in my education might 
= probably be one reaſon why I, on 
| my immediate- acquaintance with the 
| man I afterwards made my huſband, 
was ſo unguarded in my choice: 
whereas, had I been uſed, as moſt 
other young people are, to converſe 
| indifferently with the other ſex, I 
might perhaps have acquired a lit- 
tle more penetration into their 
manners. 


| “Soon 
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“ Soon after I became of age, I 
received my fortune, which was paid 
into the hands of a very eminent 
banker in London. 

« My aunt, who was now in a very 
ill ſtate of health, was ordered by her 
. phyſicians to go to Bath, and 1 
attended. her thither. The journey 
was however, too much for my good 
relation, and ſhe died there the follow- 
ing week. 

“ As it was then the height of 
tie Bath ſeaſon, and as all places 
vere the ſame to me, as I was in an 
unſettled. ſituation, I propoſed, being 
in very convenient lodgings, to ſtay 
about two months longer, as I had 
beſides, a diſorder in my ſtomach, 
for which thoſe waters were pre- 
{cribed. 

*T got aceulainted (though I lived, 
in general very retired) with a lady, 
who had formerly known my aunt. 
That dear relation having been then 
dead ſeveral weeks, I was extremely 

By importuned 
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importuned by the above lady 


to go to a ball. I conſented; and 


unfortunately could not reſiſt a 
country dance with a gentleman, 
who was not only extremely agree- 


able in his perſon, but perfectly (as 


he then appeared to me) amiable 
and well bred. He appeared, I 
thought, ſtruck as by ſome ſecret 
infatuation, for he never left me the 


whole evening. 


„ While we. were dancing, I oh- 


ſerved ſeveral people in the room 


whiſpering, and looking at my part- 
ner; for which I could not account. 
His dreſs was extremely elegant, and 
his whole deportment that of a man 
of faſhion and fortune. The lady, 
who had attended me to the rooms, 
was an entire ſtranger there, as well 


as myſelf; and ſhe left Bath the next 


day. 
« Mr, Manſell, my agreeable part- 
ner in the dance, waited on me the 
next morning. That viſit was 


e 
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productive of another, in which he de- 


clared himſelf my lover, with a moſt 


generous (as I thought) offer of his 
hand and heart. | 

„He informed me he was the 
ſecond ſon. of a very ancient and 


reſpectable family in the weſt of 


England; that he had in his own. 


right, a clear eſtate: of two thou- 


ſand a year, lately fallen to him 
by. the death of an uncle, and that 
he was waiting at Bath to ſee 


his ſteward about another purchaſe. 


His behaviour was ſo tender, pa- 


| ſionate and reſpectful, that my weak 


heart was too much inclined to hear 


him without feeling impreſſions in 
his favour, to which I had been, hi- 


therto a ſtranger :---indeed from the 
fatal night I had danced: with him, he 
had not been indifferent to me.---From - 


the recluſe life I had led with my aunt, 


he was the firſt agreeable man I 
had ever ſeen ;---and I can truly fay 


"the firſt L had ever ſighed for. 


Wo. „ 
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„Mr. Manſell eaſily ſaw my pre- 

judice in his favour, and continued 

his addrefies with the moſt unabated 


aſſiduity. He preſſed the conclu- 


ſion of our marriage with a ve- 


hemence which, afterwards, IT but 


too well accounted for; though at 
the time I (poor deluded girl) ima- 


gined it to be the reſult of his 


paſſion, In fine, in fix weeks, from 


our firſt acquaintance, we were 


married. 

„ had told him where my for- 
tune was placed in London, and 
wondered before the ceremony he 
never talked of ſettlements; but 
as I had been educated in the ut- 
moſt refinement of idea, and with 
the moſt romantic notions of ge- 
neroſity, I would not, I thought, 


be ſo narrow-minded, as to make 


what is called a Smithfield bargain. 
He had informed me of his rank 
and fortune, which was (by his 
account) ſuperior to mine, and I 


could 
[4 
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could as ſoon have diſputed my own 
exiſtence, as doubted either his integrity, 
or honour. 
„The evening before we were 
married, he exclaimed, © What a 
© head I have! my dear miſs Ork- 
«ney, I have entirely forgot the 
«+ lawyers upon this occaſion :---but 
that will make no difference—-a fu- 


* ture day will do as well.” 


„He propoſed ſtaying about a fort- 
night in Bath, and then, he faid, 
he ſhould carry me to his ſeat in: 
Warwickſhire. 

„ cannot dwell on this fatal pe- 
riod of my life, without the moſt. 
piercing regret,---I had no friends: 
to direct me in the moſt important 


article of this world. I loved Mr. 


Manſell to exceſs; nay, I ſome- 


times thought I was making a moſt 


prudent choice, as I could not lie 
under the imputation of marrying- 


a young, geiddy-brained, thought- 


leſs. rake; my lover being near 
twice 
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twice my age, and remarkably grave. 


and ſentimental. 

„We had been married juſt a week, 
when, one morning, riſing ſooner 
than uſual to write a letter, I went 


into the dining-room, left I ſhould 


diſturb my huſband, who was till 
ſleeping in bed. He ſoon came to 
me; and I after breakfaſt, went 


into my bed chamber to fetch my 


watch, which I had left hanging at 
the head of the bed, when to my 
great ſurprize, I found it gone. 
My aſtoniſhment was great, as I was 
convinced no perſon had been in the 
chamber ſince Mr. Manſell, whom 
it was impoſhble I ſhould ſuſpect. 
J was extremely concerned, as it was 
a watch of uncommon value, and 


the trinkets belonging to it were 
very rich and <legant, two of which 
were ſet round with diamonds. My 


huſband teſtified great amazement on 
the | occaſion, immediately advertiſed 
the loſs in the news-papers, and 

| every 
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every | ſervant in the houſe were 
ſtrictly examined. The following 
evening, I looked over my jewels, 
intending to have them new-ſet. 
To my own. ear-rings, necklace, and 
a very elegant bouquet for my breaſt, 
were added all my aunt's jewels, 
which ſhe had left me. Mr. Man- 
ſell admired them much, and gave 
his opinion how they could be {et 
to moſt advantage. I put them in 
a little caſket in his preſence, and 
to my great amazement, the next 
morning, it was miſſing. 

„One would think (ſaid I in- 
nocently) the thief was in the 


* houſe” My huſband ſaid, © he 


really feared ſo too ;”---and again 
every ſervant was called up and ar- 
raigned, but to no purpoſe. We 
talked of nothing the remainder of 
the day but this wonderful inci- 


dent. The next morning, Mr. 


Manſell aroſe ſooner than uſual ; he 
break 


loſe time. 
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breakfaſted out, and returned ſoon 
after in the moſt violent haſte. 

« My deareſt love (faid he} I 
have accidentally met my ſteward, 
who is juſt arrived at Bath :---what 
caſh have you got in the houſe ?--- 


He is come for money about repair- 


ing my eſtate at the abbey.---I am 
in the utmoſt hurry (continued he 
almoſt breathleſs) and ſhall ſend him 
away directly, with orders about re- 
pairing your dreſſing room, with 


which you will be delighted, as it com- 


mands a view of all my park.——But I 


fetch what caſh you have ? 
«I ran up ſtairs inſtantly, and 
brought down two hundred pounds 


in bank bills, which my aunt had left 


me. 


J have here---except two or three 
guineas in my pocket. 


„He took the notes in great haſte, 


and ſaid he ſhould be back by 
three 


\ - 


Will you, my love, 


This is all, Mr. Manſell, (aid I) 
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three o'clock, and ran down ſtairs 


immediately. I waited dinner till 


five, and, to my inexpreſſible con- 


cern, no huſband arrived.—-I was 
terrified to death, leſt forme accident 
had befallen him.—My terrors in- 


creaſed when midnight arrived, and 


| heard no tidings of him. In 
ſhort, I paſſed the night in a ſtate 
little better than diſtraction.— 
Strange conjectures began to riſe in 
my mind: — his ſudden diſappear- 
ing—— the amazing adventure of the 
watch——the diamonds ;—madneſs 
was in theſe borrid reflections:—I 
was almoſt wild in the tumult of my 


diſtracted ideas. 


© The next morning, my ſervant 


inkormed me a man was below en- 


quiring for Mr. Manſell. I ordered 
the fervant to ſhew him up ſtairs.--- 
Never had I ſeen a more ill-looking 
fellow. I was terrified, as I thought 
he fooked like a highwayman. He 
1 | Was 
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was dreſſed in ſhabby laced cloaths, 


and had a black patch on one eye. 
He aſked me when Mr.. Manſell 
would return. | 

Return (ſaid IJ, greatly ſur- 
prized at the expreſſion)--- what do 


you mean by return ?” 


„Why madam, (anſwered he 
roughly) I ſuppoſe you know he is 
gone to ' London.---His party here 
begin to be quite out of patience, and 
can wait no longer.” 
London! (exclaimed [)---ms party 


-=--gracious heaven 


* The man withdrew, and I fel! 
into an agony, which no * 
can deſcribe. 


This fellow had fuffciently a- 


larmed my fears. My glaring im- 
prudence, in marrying a man with- 


out having firſt enquired into his 


character, his fortune and connec- 


tions, (mind this, Emily) now ruſhed 


into my diſtracted mind; and my 
apparent ruin, I feared, would be 
| | the 


ih 
_ - - 
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the conſequence. In the firſt tranſ- 
ports of my grief, I could come to 
no determination. At length, I 
thought the moſt prndent ſtep I 
could now take, and the moſt likely 
means I could uſe, to hear farther 
of the man, who had, it was now 
too plain, ſo cruelly deceived me, 
was to enquire of my banker in 
London, if any ſuch perſon had 
been there to take up my caſh, for 
on ſearching, I found my banker's 
notes were milling. I determined, 
therefore, to leave Bath for the pur- 
| Poſe as ſoon as poſſible. I had only 
three guineas in my pocket. 
F however recollected I had a ſmall 
ſum in my card purſe, which juſt 
defrayed my lodgings and bills for 
the week. It was a lucky circum- 


ſtance, that T had always conſtantlyx 


paid my bills weekly, otherwiſe E 
know not what 1 ſhould have 
done. 5 | 

« I ſet 
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“ ſet out for London, in a per- 
turbation of mind no language can 
deſcribe, and, on my arrrival there, 
I drove directly to my banker's. 
He had known me ſome years, by 
tranſacting my money-matters. I 
immediately aſked for a hundred 
pounds of my caſh; and if any 
perſon had been there on that account 
by the name of Manſell? _ : 

„% You have here, madam, no 
caſh, replied the banker. Two days 
ago, a perſon, who had the appear- 
ance of a gentleman, and who called 
himſelf your huſband, produced the 
ſecurities I had given you for the 
ſum in- my hands, and took up the 
whole ten thouſand pounds. He 
was no ſooner gone, than one of 
Sir John Fielding's men, who hap- 
pened to be preſent at the time of 
my paying the money, immediately 
informed me, that this very perſon 
had been twice in Newgate, for a 
highway robbery : that he was an 

errant 
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Z errant ſharper ; had been tried often 
at the Old Bailey, and was ſuſpected 
to be the ringleader of a deſperate 
gang of villains now at Bath. On 
receiving this account, two of my 
men, with the informant, rode with 
the utmoſt expedition in purſuit of 
| him, but without effect. They im- 
* mediately. ſet out for Dover, as it 
was moſt probable, with ſo large 
a ſum, he would fly the kingdom. 
But on their arrival at Dover, they 
underſtood the villain had ſet off 
from thence for France the day 
before.” | 

What farther the banker faid, I 
know not, as I fell into firong 
hyſteric fits, and . in that dreadful 
condition was carried to a hed; 
which the humane lady of the 
banker had ordered to be imme- 
diately prepared for me. - I re- 
mained there for ſome days in the 
moſt bitter diſtreſs. The ſhocking 


idea, that J had connected myſelf 
with 
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with a thief, a highwayman, drove 


me almoſt to diſtraction ; - and was 


as bitter a reflection, as the entire 
loſs of my whole fortune, which was 
now, alas! gone for ever! 

„The wretch, whom I muſt call 
my huſband, has never ſince been 
heard of. It is now two years 
ſince this miſerable event hap- 
pened. 
deſtitute of money, and chooſing to 


be no longer burdenſome to the few 
friends I have, I was determined to 
get into ſome reputable family for: 
my future ſupport. Heaven. (ſhe. 


continued, weeping) directed me, 


deareſt madam, to you, for which 


bleſſing, I cannot be too thank- 


ful ——Oh ! may my unhappy ſtory 
be a warning to the young and. 


inexperienced, how they raſhly ven- 
ture on- the moſt important ſtep in 
life, without a ſtrict enquiry into the 
character, fortune and manners of the 


man to whom they are to be united 
for ever !” | Here 


At length, being entirely _ 
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Here this amiable young perſon 
ceaſed ſpeaking —I will think of 
ſome means to render the re- 
mainder of her days comfortable. 
In the mean time, my Emily, lay 
her affecting ſtory to your own 
heart. Fly from Bath ſhun this 
agreeable ſtranger, with whom you 
are ſo much captivated, left the fate 
of Mrs. Manſell ſhould be your's : 
which that you may avoid, is __ 
predominant wiſh of 


Your 


Faithful Friend, 


 Hoxorta, 


BLANK VERS E s 


— — 


Skill could form ſuch wonderful exaQneſs ! 


Twas cruelty the net did ſpread ; deſign'd 
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ON A 


SPIDER's WE B. 


Ho W exquiſitely wrought this lawn-like 
net ! ; | 
Ye vain philoſophers, ye men of ſcience, 
Here forego your vaunted pride, and be by 
Nature taught. What cunning artiſt with his 


See how the cautious inſeR treads the line, | 
And feels it as ſhe goes !——But, ah! dire 
thought! 


For treach'rous end, to lure the harmleſs fly, 
Or lab'ring bee, Baſe, malignant inſect! 
| Abhorred 
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Abhorred be thy art, ſor all thy works | 

Are treach'ry !——Thus, with the nobleft ta- 
lents 1 

Born, how many miſapply the gifts of 

Heaven, and to a curſe its bleſſings turn; 

Wiſe only to deceive, where truth confides, 

To prey upon the poor, enſnare the weak, 

Till vengeance them and their thin webs 
deſtroy, 5 
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ENCHANTED ROSE, 


AN 


EASTERN TALE. 


A BON Faſſan, chief phyſician to 
the renowned Caliph Harouin Arriſchid, 
Sultan of Bagdat, having by his 
profound knowledge in the ſcience 
he profeſſed, gained the ſurname of 
the wiſe; and having accumulated an 


amazing ſtore of wealth, in the decline 


of life, begged permiſſion of his 


ſovereign, to retire to an eſtate 
he had lately purchaſed in a 
| 5 beautiful 


LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 2x 


beautiful territory of India, which 
* was ſituated in a ſmall peninſula, near 
* the banks of the Ganges, determin- 
# ed to ſpend the ſhort remainder of 
his days in retirement and medita- 
tion. | 
On the Caliph ls Abon 
Haſſan his requeſt, he ſet out ac 
cordingly with his beloved ſon, 
Abdallah (his only child) for their 
peaceful retreat: but, alas! how 


| vain is human wiſdom! This fatal 


journey, which the phyſician im- 
agined would be the moſt effectual 
means of prolonging his days, was 
in fact, the very cauſe of their being 
ſhortened, as the fatigue of the 
journey, with the difference of the 
climate, brought on a diſeaſe, which 
not the profound ſkill of Abon Haſſan 
could either baffle or reſtrain.In 
fine, in ten days after their arrival, 
the good old man reſigned his laſt 
breath in the arms of his dear Ab- 
dallah. | | 
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It is as impoſſible to deſcribe the 
virtues of this excellent young man, 
as it would be to paint the extraor- 
dinary graces of his perſon; or to 
give the reader an adequate idea of 
the elegant accompliſhments of his 
refined underſtanding. Happy to 
the greateſt degree in his own diſ- 
poſition, that happineſs diffuſed it- 
ſelf to all that were near him. His 


perſon was + captivating, his addreſs 


manly, his heart was generous, hu- 
mane and benevolent, but as yet had 
never been touched with the tender 
paſſion. | | 
A Derviſe of uncommon learning, 
and ſanctity of manners, had educat- 
ed the young Abdallah under his own 
eye. This good old man, who had 
long fince retired from the world, 
lived in a ſmall hermitage, on the 
borders of the black foreſt, near the 


Caſpian fea. In this retreat, he in- 


ſtructed his admirable pupil in the 
moſt abſtruſe points of philoſophy, 
aſtro- 
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aſtronomy, and in many branches 
of the occult ſciences. He was 
brother to Fatima, the fond mother 
of Abdallah, and was determined 
> to render his nephew as accompliſh- 
ed as his uncommon talents enabled 
him to be. 3 

Fraught with learning, genius, and 
virtue, this excellent young man, on 5 
receiving his father's dying breath, 
came at once into the poſſeſſion of 
bis vaſt riches He attended to the 
3 grave, the parent who left this ſub- 
* lunary world (full of years and wiſ- 
dom) from which he could derive 
no ſuch honours, as to be wa by 
ſuch a ſon. 

When the days of mourning were 
expired, Abdallah, as was his uſual 
cuſtom, roſe by break of-' day, to 
enjoy the fragrant breezes of the 
morning, and to inveſtigate the amaz- 
ing beauties of nature in the early 
dawn, but . chiefly to pay his orai- 
ſons to the glorious luminary the 


Is RE ſun, 
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ſun, which by the Derviſe (his pre- 
ceptor) he had been taught to 
adore“. 5 

Abdallah had thrice plunged in 
the river Ganges, and performed 
ſome other ſuperſtitious rites, ac- 
cording to the religion in which he 
was inſtructed, and which, it being 


on the eve of the full moon, he was 


more ſtrictly enjoined to perform; 
when, deeply impreſſed with the idea 
of the ever-preſent Deity, and loſt 
in aſtoniſhment at the beautiful 
ſcenes which, on all ſides, pre- 
ſented - themſelves, he ſtill wan- 
dered on the banks of the river; 
when ſtooping down to obſerve 
with more exactneſs a flower of 
uncommon beauty, he obſerved on 
the brink of the water, where he 


* The Derviſe was a Perſee; a ſect of 
religion in Perſia, who worſhip the Sun. 


ſtood, 
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ſtood, - a beautiful carp, which lay 
gaſping, and almoſt expiring on the 
ſhore. Abdallah imagined the care- 
leſſneſs of ſome fiſhermen had left 
it there, or that their net had broken. 
His curioſity, in examining the ſnin- 
ing ſcales and other beauties ot this 
unfortunate filh (which appeared, 
as it lay on the ſand, to be in great 
agonies) gave way to his compaſ- 
ſion, and he immediately ſtooped 
down, and with the utmoſt tender-- 
neſs, gently took up the mute ſuf- 
ferer, and laid it in the water. On 
being reſtored to its native element, 
it flounced, at it were, in joy at its 
deliverance, and at once darted down 
the ftream. 

Abdallah had juſt performed this 
little act of humanity, when his 
ſight was attracted by the dazzling 
ſhining of a gem, which lay cloſe 
to his foot on the ſand, on which 
he was juſt going to tread. He took 
it up, and found it to be a diamond 
C 3 of 
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of uncommon luſtre, and immenſe 
value. It was ſet in a gold ring, in 
the infide of which, he diſcovered 
two . cabaliſtick characters, but the 
meaning of which he did not un- 


derſtand. He, however, (pleaſed 


with a ring of ſuch ineſtimable 


value) put it on his finger, and 


purſued his walk; when, after an 
hour ſpent in that delightful ex- 


erciſe, he found he had been Jed 


by the beauty of the morning, and 
by being deeply engaged in his 
contemplation, into a path which 
he had not ſeen before. On one 
ſide, a large wood ſtrongly claimed 
his attention; and on the other, a 
walk of willows, cloſe to the. ſhore 


of the fineſt river in the world, 


ſeemed to invite his ſteps. How- 
ever, the ſun being at that hour 


extremely hot, he firuck into the 


wood, to enjoy a cooling ſhade. 


Here he had not walked a hundred 


paces, before he ſaw, under a vaſt 


tree, 
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tree, at a little diftance, a large 
tygreſs with her young. Abdallah 
now, as well he might, gave him- 
ſelf up for loſt, and was inly 
blaming himſelf for his raſhneſs in 
venturing ſo far alone, when, to 
his utter aſtoniſhment, the tygreſs 
' roſe, and attentively obſerving him 
with the moſt gentle aſpect, turned 


from him as it were in fear, and 


haſtened into the thickeſt part of 
the wood. He now ſtruck into a 
road, which brought him to the 
end of the other fide of the Grove, 
where he met a young lion. 

The terrors of Ahdallah now re- 
turned, but they were unneceſ-_ 
farys as the noble beaſt, fo far 
from purſuing him, crouched to 
the earth, fawned and would have 
licked the duſt. | | 

So wonderful a phenomenon, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, greatly amazed 
our young adventurer. He at length 


conjectured that it was very pro- 
4 bable, 
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bable, the unknown characters which 


were engraved on the ring he had 
put on his finger in the morning was 
a taliſman; and he was right in his 
conjecture. 


On his leaving the wood, he ob- | 


ſerved a beautiful ſtream, not wide, 
but clear and rapid, which ſeemed 
almoſt to, encircle a ſmall iſland di- 
realy oppoſite to where he ſtood. 
The amazing verdure of that ſweet 
ſpot, the lofty trees with which 
its banks were crowned, and the 
flowers which enamelled its ſhores, 


excited the ſtrongeſt curioſity in the 


muſing mind of Abdallah to examine, 
ſtill nearer, the beauties of that n. 
ful ſpot. 


Whilſt he was caſting about in his 
mind, how he could convey himſelf 


over the ſtream, he eſpied a boat 
faſtened to the ſhore near which he 


ſtood. 


got into this little veſſel, and, in 
a few 


Overjoyed at this diſcovery, he 
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a few minutes, found himſelf 
ſafely on ſhore in the moſt beauti - 
ful iſland he had ever beheld. 
The freſhneſs of its verdure, the 
romantic ſweetneſs of its - various 
flowers, among which a hundred 
little ftreams bent their ſilvery 
courſe, rendered it a perfect Ely- 
ſium. | 

Abdallah laid himſelf down on 
a bank. of wild chamomile, inter- 
mixed with violets, in a kind of 
pleaſing aſtoniſhment. and enthu- 
ſiaſm. 


After ſome time ſpent in the 


moſt delightful contemplations, and 
obſerving the ſun to be near its de- 
cline, he began to think of return- 
ing home. He accordingly haſtened 
to the boat, but was extremely aſ- 
toniſhed, though he had faſtened it 
to the ſhore, to find it gone, and 
not the leaſt appearance of it to 
be diſcovered. 

C5 Abdal- 
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Abdallah found, for that night, 
at leaſt, he muſt remain where he 
was. He ſaw not the ſmalleſt 


mark of any human Being, and fo 
perfect a folitude can hardly be 


conceived. He wandered into a 


little wilderneſs of flowering ſhrubs, 


among which were ſeveral lofty 


trees, on which were bloſſoms of 


a peculiar odoriferous fragrance. 


To the amazement of our adven- 
turer, he had not as yet ſeen the 
leaſt animal; not even the ſmalleſt 
Creeping thing, or inſect which flut- 
ters in the air: not a fingle bird, of 
any kind, did he either ſee or hear.” 


„This is ſtrange! (faid Abdal- 


lah to himſelf )——1I fhould have im- 
agined this ſequeſtered ſpot would 
have been the ſweet refuge for the 
feathery tribe in particular Here, 
ſurely, they might have built their 
penſile dwelling: and here they 


might have ſung in ſecurity, ſafe from 


the cruel deſtroyer man,” 
Though 
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Though Abdallah had taken no 
nouriſhment the whole day, he 
found not, though in the moſt per- 
fe& health, the leaſt return of hunger 
or thirſt, 

„Can this too, be the effect (he 
tried) of my ring, as well as its be- 
ing a preſervative againſt the fury of 
wild beaſts ?”——He now began ſeri- 
ouſly to believe it had ſome . 
ful efficacy. 

Without having the Jeaf occaſion 
for any refreſhment, he however, ga- 
thered a wild pomegranate, which he 
taſted, and found it to be of a moſt 
exquiſite flavour. 

Night coming on, Abdallah 
climbed to the top of a large 
tree, and there, ſheltered among 
its branches, (ſuch is the guard 


of perfe& innocence) ſlept more 


ſound | than, perhaps, the greateſt 
emperor in the world on beds of 
„ He 
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He roſe - with that glorious 


luminary, to which he had been 
accuſtomed to pay his adorations; 
and which, having - finiſhed, he 
walked to the top of a little emi- 
nence, which commanded a view 
of the whole iſland. He till faw_ 
not a human Being; but he diſ- 


covered the turrets of a magnifi- 


cent Caſtle, in a fine grove, at a- 
- ſmall diſtance. He thought he 


would, at leaſt, ſee what or who 


were the inhabitants of ſo grand 
an edifice, To this he was im- 


pelled by that ſtrong curioſity, for which 
we can neither account nor reſiſt, 
if we would. 


Abdallah ſoon weached the Caſtle, 
which he found built of white mar- 
ble, inexpreſſibly beautiful and mag- 
nificent. There were as many win- 
dows as days in the year, and as 


many doors as months. This ſu- 
perb building was ſuuated | in the very 
midft 
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midſt of a grove of ancient trees almoſt 
impenetrable from their thickneſs 


on which account, an amazing air of 


gloom was. caſt around. 

Fear was ever a ſtranger to the 
virtuous breaſt of Abdallah: he ad- 
vanced boldly: to the caſtle gates, 
which were of poliſhed braſs, and 
they gave way to the touch. 
Still. not a Human Being nor the 
ſſtmalleſt animal was to be ſeen. 
„ Surely, (ſaid the fon of Abon 
Haſſan, as he entered the caſtle) 
the air of this iſland is particularly 
noxious to every . Being whatever. 
lt ſeems to be the very habitation 
of /olitude herſelf.” 

Full of theſe reflections, he came 
into a hall, magnificent beyond de- 
ſcription.” The tables were Lapis 
lazuli, the cabinets agate and rock 
chryſtal. 

Abdallah wandered from room to 
room, and from gallery to gallery. 
Nothing met his eyes but paint- 

ings 


* 
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ings of the moſt exquiſite art, furni- 
ture of the moſt extraordinary value, 
bronzes and buſts, of wonderful beauty, 
in every corner. That ſuch an 
habitation, fit for the reſidence of the 
greateſt emperor of the Eaſt, ſhould 
be deſerted, by every Human Being, 
ſeemed a moſt inexplicable myſtery to- 
Abdallah. | 

He aſcended the grand ſtair caſe, 
which led to an infinite number of 
rooms, all equally fplendid. The 
benevolent mind of this good young 
man was hurt to ſee ſuch a profuſion 
of wealth, ſo judicioufly collected, and 
ſo carefully placed, lying in unin- 
habited rooms, and in a deſolated 
palace. Eb 

This fight ſtruck him rather 
with melancholy than pleaſure ; 
and he was going to return from 
ſuch a ſcene of uſeleſs ſplendour, 
when, at the end of the gallery, he 
eſpied a ſmall door of ſolid filver, to 
which was tied a little gold key. 
gs Curt- 
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Curioſity led him to open this 
door, which, © Surely (ſaid Abdal- 
lah) muſt contain ſomething more 
wonderful than even what I have 
already ſeen.” | 
On applying the little gold key 
to the lock, the ſilver door opened, 
and he entered a large apartment, 
magnificent beyond all deſcription. 
But his eyes were inſtantly taken off 
from beholding the richneſs of the 
furniture, to the moſt lovely object 
which nature ever made. A beau- 
tiful lady, in a profound ſleep, at- 
tracted all his wonder, and admi- 
ration. She was laid on a bed of 
roſe-coloured ſattin, embroidered with 
gold, the curtains of which were 
tied up with feſtoons of flowers, 
intermixed with gold ſpangles of un- 
common beauty. The lady was in 
a a dreſs of the moſt enchanting ele- 
gance. A kind of robe, of roſe- 
coloured taffeta, thick ſet with pearls, 
ſhewed her fine ſhape to the utmoſt 

advantage, 
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advantage, and which was faſtened 
to her breaſt, by a diamond of 
prodigious luſtre and magnitude. 
Her lovely hair, which fell in na- 
tural ringlets on her enchanting 
boſom, was adorned with pearls 
of an immenſe value, and with ar- 
tificial flowers, compoſed of rubies, 
emeralds, and diamonds. On one 
ſide of this beautiful object ſtood, 
on a ſmall gold ſtand, a ſquare 
box of ſand, and on the other, on 
a gold pedeſtal inlaid with mother 
of pearl, a large china vaſe, of 
ineſtimable value in which was a 
ſmall roſe-tree. One ſtem, only, 
iſſued from this tree, on which 
was one fingle red roſe flouriſhing 
in its utmoſt beauty and perfec- 
tion. 

Vaſes, filled with the fragrant 
ſpices of the eaſt, were placed on 


* The ancient ſorm, Ec. of the eaſtern 
Taliſman. | : 


gold 
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gold pedeſtals, in various parts of 
this moſt magnificent apartment ; 
but the lady engroſſed all the atten- 
tion of the enamoured Abdallah, 
waoſe heart inſtantaneouſly felt the 
powerſul force of beauty. He was 
| ſeized with that rapidity of paſſion, 
which is commonly the effect of a 
firſt attachment. 

„% Ah! (cried the fon of Abon 
Haſſan, kneeling by this beautiful 
lady, and preſſing one of her fair 
hands to his lips) if in fleep you 
are fo | exquiſitely charming, what 
muſt be that face when animated 
with ſmiles, and adorned with the 
bluſh of ſenſibility !-——But does ſhe 
ſleep ? is it not death * 
er lips are warm. 
I will try their balmy influence.” 
She appeared to be in a profound 
ſlumber——in the ſoft ſleep of a ſmil- 
ing infant. 

Abdallah was ee that what 
he ſaw was the powerful effects of 
magic. 


—  ————————— —— — 
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magic. 


This was no very pleaſing 


idea; as to have a magician for a 


foe, or a rival, would certainly re- 
quire his utmoſt endeavours to fruſ- 
trate. However, if he had poſſeſſed 
an hundred lives, he would have 
thought 


lady. 


He imagined that, perhaps, 


by examining the Taliſman, he might 
find ſome means of breaking the 
to this end he attempted to 
take up the ſquare box of ſand, but 


charm : 


found it, as it were, faſtened to the 
gold ſtand it was placed on, in ſuch 
a manner, that it was impoſſible to 
ſeparate them. He then turned to 
the roſe. 

“ Surely (thought he) there is 


— very peculiar in this 


flower its uncommon beauty 
its fragrant ſweetneſs, attract my 


admiration Can this be, too, 
enchanted? I will, however, try what 
effect my cropping this lovely roſe 


will have.” He 


them too little to ſacrifice 
for the deliverance of this beautiful 
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He inſtantly applied his hand to 
the ſtalk of the flower, and plucking 
it, placed it in his boſom. In that 
moment, a kind of livid lightning 
ruſhed through the apartment, 
the palace ſhook, —— groans were 
heard, —and on Abdallah's caſting 
up his eyes, he ſaw a ſcroll preſent 
itſelf, as by enchantment; on which 
were written in capital letters of gold, 


the following words : 


„THE CHARM 1S BROKE, 
„ AND DINARZADE Is FREE. 
„ NoUZHATEL, NOW AWAKE, 
* FokR ALLADIN Is DEAD. 
© THANKS, GENEROUS STRANGER, 
66 THANKS,” : 


The ſcroll then diſappeared. All 
this was inſtantaneous z for on the 
moment the roſe was plucked from 
the ſtalk, the ſleeping lady began to 
move. She opened her fine eyes, 

| _ 


| : 
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he ſighed, he looked around, 
and began exclaiming, O hea- 
vens ! where, where is the wicked 
Alladin > ? | 
The ſon of Abon Haſlan, tran- 
ſported to hear her voice. to ſee 
her charming eyes ſparkling with the 
moſt animated luſtre, —— kneeling, 
took her hand, and gave her a mi- 
nute - detail of who he was; the 
manner of his finding her; his break- 


ing the enchantment, by plucking the 


roſe he then had in his boſom; 
and, laftly, of his having ſeen the 
ſcroll, which informed him Alladin 
was no more. 
„Ah! (ſaid this lovely lady, 
bluſhing extremely) am I then 
indebted to you, moſt generous 
ſtranger, for my deliverance ? — 
That roſe, that fatal roſe, has been 
the cauſe of my undoing. But 
let me leave this bed of ſeeming 
death. * | 


Abdal- 
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Abdallah, now gently raiſing her 
in his arms, led her to a magni- 
ficent ſopha, where being both ſeated, 
the beautiful lady addreſſed herſelf 
to her deliverer, in the following 
manner: | 
* You are doubtleſs ſurpriſed, moſt 
amiable ſtranger, to find me in this 
perfect ſolitude ; but in return for 
the obliging account you have given 
me of yourſelf, I ſhall briefly inform 
you who I am, and of the vile arts 
that were made uſe of, in reducing me 
to the condition in which you found 
me.” | 
Abdallah, having aſſured the lady 
he moſt impatiently defired to be 
informed of her ſtory, ſhe began 
in the following words : 
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THE 


HISTORY or NOUZHATEL, 


PRINCESS or SERENDIB. 


«T Am the only child of the king 
of Serendib, an iſland in the eaſtern 
ocean. I was named * Nouzhatel, 
after my mother, who expired, when 
J firſt ſaw the light. My education 
was given to the charge of the Fairy 
Gracioſa, who preſided over my 
deſtiny. I was thought to make a 
rapid progreſs in thoſe accompliſhments, 


* Which fignifies in the language of that 
country, © Chain of Hearts.” In other countries 
of the eaſt it ſignifies © Cluſter of Pearls; 
Full Moon; Riſing Sun,” &c. &c. 


which 
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which were deemed proper for my 
ſex and rank. 

« At the fage of fourteen, I un- 
fortunately loſt my kind direct- 
reſs. Gracioſa, who was ſummoned, 
by an aſſembly of her order to 
preſide at a magnificent tournament 
in the palace of pleaſures; which 1s 
ſituated in a deſart land, in the moſt 
remote part of the ſouthern ocean; 
and likewiſe the government of it 
devolved to her by ſucceſſion. 
T faw her depart with an anguiſh of 
mind not to be deſcribed : it was a 
| kind of preſentiment of what was to 
follow. 

« had hitherto been bred in a 
caſtle, near the ſea ſhore, but now 
my father took me to his court, 
where I was ſurrounded with gran- 
deur, and every ſpecies of mag- 
# nificence. . 
My father, whoſe darling I 
vas, much importuned me to 
# marry, I had the offer of ſe- 
BR | | vere 
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veral princes, who continually were 
coming to our court to requeſt my 
hand; but I ſtill maintained the 
moſt perfect indifference. At length, 
a nobleman of immenſe wealth came 
to Serendib on the fame errand. 
He had ſeen my picture, of which 
he pretended to be greatly ena- 
moured. This lord grew in ſuch 
favour. with my doating parent, 
who received from him preſents 
of ſuch an extraordinary value, 
that, in return, he could refuſe 
him nothing. Indeed, I believe, 
what moſt particularly won the 
heart of my father to his intereſt 
was, the gift of a moſt curious 
pearl of an extraordinary ſize: it 
was wrought in the ſhape of a 
ſmall cap, and fet round with 
diamonds and rubies of an im- 
menſe value. — There was no re- 
liſting this; and my parent, blinded 
by the great wealth of Alladin, 

(for 
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(for that was his name) ſoon 
after importuned me to give him my 
hand. 

« T was young, and flattered, 
and I muſt take ſome ſhame to 
myſelf in faying, I ſuffered myſelf 
too, as well as my father had been, 
to be blinded by the immenſe wealth 
of Alladin. Alas! (continued the 
beautiful Nouzhatel, looking down 
and bluſhing extremely) I had ne- 
ver ſeen an object amiable enough 
to attract my affection, or to touch 
my heart. In fine, I conſented 
in an evil hour to be the wife of 
a man who was perfectly indifferent 
to me; a crime, I muſt acknowledge, 
which fully deſerved the future pu- 
niſhment I afterwards experienced. 

„The magnificence with which 
our nuptials were celebrated was be- 
yond deſcription : on the firſt night 
of which, Gracioſa appeared to me 


in a dream, with a countenance 
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expreſſive of the moſt bitter con- 
„ cern* |: -. 1 
" Nouzhatel, (cried ſhe ſternly) 
what haſt thou done? raſh as thou 
art, thou wilt ſoon fee the effects of 
your blind folly, and ſigh when it 
is too late. Adieu I cannot help 
you, but I will not abandon you.” 
_ «Saying this, ſhe - vaniſhed from 
my fight. I waked in an agony of 
grief but kept this viſion entirely 
locked. in my own breaſt. | 
In leſs than a week, I began to 
be extremely alarmed at ſome very 
ſtrange peculiarities I obſerved in 
the behaviour of my huſband: one 
of which was, that, every third 
hour, he conſtantly left the apart- 
ment, wherever he was, and retired 
to his ſtudy for a few minutes, 
where I was informed he kept twelve 
ſnakes — But what ftill more ex- 
cited my wonder was, that I ob- 
ſerved he never ate of any one thing 


before him, when he fat at table, 
| but 
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but would make a ſhew of taking a 
ſpoonful of rice, or ſome pillaw* 
on his plate; but never rn i 
to his lips. 

« The firſt time I had obſerved 
him to do ſo, I faid, Alladin, are 
you not well?——or do you not like 
what is ſet before you is it not 
dreſſed to pleaſe you? 

« He made ſome flight excuſe, 
but ſtill perſevered in his abſti- 
nence. 

« ] began to have * doubts 
that this man was a magician.-- 
Every day gave me freſh cauſe for 
my fears: I had, as yet, however, no 
occaſion to complain of his behaviour 
in point of tenderneſs. | 
We conſtantly walked in our 
gardens, which were delightful], 
every evening. I often amuſed my- 
ſelf {there with accompanying my 


* An Indian diſh, made of fowls, rice, 
* &c. | 


ä voice 
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voice with my lute, in a beautiful 
alcove, near a ſmall wilderneſs of 
flowering ſhrubs. During my amuſe- 
ment, I conſtantly obſerved Alladin 
to walk into this wilderneſs (in which 
I had never yet been) and ſhut a 
ſmall door after him. 
One evening, I expreſſed a de- 
fire of attending him there.——He 
' ſeemed alarmed ; and ſaid, he 
muſt poſitively inſiſt on my not viſit- 
ing that particular ſpot :——that he 
had private reaſons to the contrary :-- 
| begged I would amuſe myſelf in the 
other parts of the gardens, which 
were very ſpacious and pleaſant; but 
that ſpot, in the wilderneſs, he muſt 
lay his commands on me never to 
viſit. * | | | 
« Extremely alarmed at ' ſo ex- 
traordinary a prohibition, I was 
ſuent but my curiolity was now 
raiſed to the | higheſt pitch, to learn 
what could be contained in that wil- 
der- 
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derneſs, to which I, his vile ſhould 
be a ſtranger. 

„On my return to the palace, I 
met our head gardener, and being 
alone, I queſtioned him concerning 
the particulars of that ſpot, which 


ſo much occaſioned my ſurpriſe; but 


from this man I could get no intel- 
ligence he evaded my queſtions, 
and I found him entirely either afraid 
of his _ or devoted to his in- 
tereſt, 

* 1 paſſed a ſleepleſs night, and, 
early in the morning, roſe, and walk- 
ed in the gardens; when, luckily 
meeting the gardener's helper, an in- 
telligent - youth, he fully ſatisfied my 
curioſity, by inforning me, there 
was a ſmall pavilion of white mar- 
ble, ſituated in the middle of the wil- 
derneſs, which pavilion was fur- 
rounded by three walls, and that it 
was inacceſſible to all but his 


maſter, 


D 3 & And 
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„% And what (aid I, eagerly) is 
this great fence to guard? What 
| treaſures are there confined ?---te]l me. 

« The young man then laid open 
this ſecret in the following manner :” 

« Madam, there is no treaſure in 
the pavilion all this care and cau- 
tion 1s to guard a roſe.” 
„A roſe! (I exclaimed, with the 

utmoſt aſtoniſhment) but tell me, 
good Meſrour (continued I to the 
ſlave) what can be the moſt likely 
means to account for ſo extraordinary 
a circumſtance ? | 

„% I will tell you, madam (ſaid 
Meſrour) all I know concerning 
it. I had been one day employed 
in carrying freſh earth to manure 
ſome young trees near the pavilion, 
when, unperceived, I climbed the 
inner wall, determined to ſee the 
cauſe of my maſter's ſecret viſits ; 
but I trembled when I faw him 
enter the marble pavilion ! I, how- 

Þ ever, 
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ever, luckily ſecreted myſelf be- 
hind a ſhade of myrtles, and ſoon 
found, to my terror and aſtoniſn- 
ment, that my maſter was a ma- 
gician; and from the incantations 
he made uſe of, and other magical 
rites, I diſcovered he was come 
thither to perform his horrid pur- 
poſes. I ſaw (continued the young 
flave) a beautiful roſe, in a China 
vaſe ; but no language can expreſs 
my aſtoniſhment at hearing my 
_ maſter addreſs this roſe as a lady, 
whom. he called Dinarzade; and 
whom, I found, from his words, 
he had changed into that flower, 
on account of her refuſing to gra- 
| tify his criminal paſſion, ſome years 
before that time. After many pro- 
teſtations of violent love, and per- 
forming many ſhocking ceremonies, 
he left the pavilion, firſt locking 
three gates after him, juſt before 
which I luckily. crept round, un- 
perceived, to the outward wall, and 

A. made 
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made my eſcape into the garden: this, 

madam, is all I know.” 
«& Enough——enough (ſaid I) good 

Meſrour take this purſe of ſequins, 

and be for ever ſilent on this ſub- 

| ject. 

| “ I retired to my apartment, in 

| an agony of mind, not to be de- 

| ſcribed. The frightful idea of being 

N united for life to a magician, almoſt 

drove me diſtracted and to add 

| 

| 

| 


to my extreme uneaſineſs, I found an 
unſurmountable defire, an inſatiable 
curioſity, growing upon me, to have 
this beautiful roſe in my poſſeſſion. 
J knew my defire was fruitleſs——l 
even knew it was impoſſible; and 
yet, ſtrange infatuation } the greater 
the impoſſibility appeared, the more vi- 
olent was my defire to obtain it. 

« Several days - paſſed in the moſt 
terrible perturbation of mind. I 
could not eat I could not fleep---- 
I pined——l ſighed I languiſhed 
---I was a miſerable victim to the vain 

deſire 
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defire of an impoſſibility. In fine, 
the ſixth day I fell extremely ill.- | 
All Serendib was alarmed. at my 
danger. My fond parent flew to 
our palace; and, in an agony of 
grief, held me to his affectionate 
boſom. -Phyſicians were ſummoned. 
from all parts to my aſſiſtance, but 
their aid was in. vain: they pronounc- 
ed that medicines were ineffectual in. - 
my diſorder, which uy ſaid was in 
my mind. 

« Among the number of women 
who attended me, I had two favou- 
rite ſlaves, who were ſiſters. They 
were particularly attached to me, and. 
adminiſtered the little nouriſhment I 
was able to take, with unwearied aſſi- 
duity and tenderneſs. 

« One night, as they were weep- 
ing at my bed-ſide, and kneeling, 
holding each a hand of mine in 
theirs, ah (ſaid I, affected by their 
tears) my faithful Abra, my kind 
Zayde (for ſo they were called) 

D 5 diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs me not with theſe tender 
proofs of your ſenſibility — Alas! 
1 languiſh, I pine for what is not in 
my power to obtain.” 

„ Heavens! (ſaid theſe kind ſlaves) 
cannot your highneſs impart to us, 
your faithful Zayde and Abra, the 
fatal cauſe of this unhappy illneſs? 
Why will you, by keeping this 
melancholy ſecret locked within 
your breaſt, prevent us, who 
would die to give you comfort, 
from endeavouring to ſerve you? 
The poſſeſſion of what you ſo 
earneſtly deſire, may not be im- 
poſſible. You know not, deareſt 
madam, what we would do to cure 
your wounded mind.——We will fa- 


crifice our lives to give you eaſe ;---- 
only impart to us the fatal ſecret, and 
it may be in our power to help. Se- 
lina is a fairy of wonderful ſkill and 
power———- Her we will * on 
this occaſion,” 


« Theſe 


LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 59 


« Theſe kind young maids in- 
ſiſted, with ſuch real affection, to be 
entruſted with the fatal ſource of my 


_ diſorder, that, at length, I imparted to 
them, that I was languiſhing---dying 
for a beautiful roſe, _ in the marble 
pavilion in the wilderneſs. _ 

Their looks betrayed the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment. 

„ Alas (continued I) ceaſe your 

ſurprize: trifling as my deſire may 
appear, the wiſhes of mankind are, 
in general, equally as vain and 
| Prepeſterous; and, if nouriſhed, 
would not fail of reducing them to 
the fame unhappy condition in 
which you ſee your miſerable mifſ- 
treſs. 
« The two affectionate ſiſters 
begged. me to weep no more; . for 
that in three days I ſhould. have the 
entire poſſeſſion of what I held ſo 
"NO | 

&« I repreſented to them the diffi 
culty of performing their promiſe; 

as 
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as the lovely flower, for which I ſo 
inceſſantly ſighed, was guarded by 
triple walls and barriers. 

„% Zayde and Abra, however, 
feared not thoſe impediments: they 
only begged I would give them leave 
of abſence for three days to viſit the 
fairy Selina, by whoſe aid, they 
doubted not, to OR their kind 
purpoſe. 

« It muſt be ſuppoſed I eagerly 
granted their requeſt; and, at the dawn 
of day, they ſet out on their expedi- 
tion. 

« Luckily, Alladin was at that time 
abſent from Serendib, being gone to 
a caſtle of his near the ſea ſhore; 
ſo that no queſtions could be aſked 

concerning the abſence , of the two 
young ſlaves. 

« The three days were now 
elapſed, which I had paſſed in the 
moſt anxious ſtate of ſuſpence and 
impatience. At length, on the mid- 


night of the third, arrived the ſiſters 
with 
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with equal privacy and care, bring- 
ing in their faithful hands a China 
vaſe, in which I beheld, with unbounded 
rapture, the lovely rofe I had fo ardently 


deſired. I gazed om it with inexpreſſible 


tranſport, and it was placed near my bed, 

that I might view its beauties with the 
greater attention. 

on the morning which fol- 


lowed this joyful acquiſition, as 


my two faithful flaves who had 
made me thus happy, and myſelf 
were debating in what manner we 
ſhould beſt fecrete this beautiful 
flower from every eye, and were con- 
triving how an ivory box, with four 
locks, which I had in my poſſeſſion, 
might contain it, we were alarmed 
by the ſound of Alladin's voice on 
the ſtairs leading to my apartments. 


We heard him in the moſt frantic 


—You may imagine 


paſſion of rage : 
our terror. | 
« He had, it ſeems, finiſhed his 
buſineſs at his caſtle ſooner than 
was 
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was expected, and returned ſeveral 
days before he had fixed for that 
purpoſe. 

On his arrival, he went ws 
ately to the marble pavilion to look 
at his favourite roſe ; but, on ſeeing 
it no longer there, he ran to that part 
of the palace which I occupied like 
a madman, —— Not that he then had 
any ſuſpicion that I was in poſſeſſion 
of the ſweet flower, as he had then 
made no uſe of his magical art, but 
he imagined ſome of his domeſtics 
had robbed him of it. This was 
enough to throw Alladin into the 
rage we heard him; but, heavens! 
how was it encreaſed, when, on 
entering my bedchamber, notwith- 
ſtanding our united efforts to con- 
ceal the beautiful roſe, he ſpied 
it, and immediately gueſſed the 
whole. 

„It is not in the power of lan- 
guage to deſcribe his furious anger. 

ls ; Tn 
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In the firſt tranſports of his rage, 
he was going to plunge his dagger 
into the fair boſoms of Abra, Zayde, 
and myſelf: but ſtarting back, 
„ No--- (ſaid he) I will inflict 


on you a ſeverer puniſhment than 


death.“ 

« Saying this, after a magical 
ſpell, which he inftantly made uſe 
of, he transformed the two beau- 
tiful ſiſters into two frightful bats, 
with leathern wings, and condemned 
them to paſs their miſerable life 
among the dreary ruins of an old de- 


ſolated tower, in the center of the 


black foreſt. 


„heard him pronounce the 


ſhocking ſentence of my puniſh- 


ment; which was, to be condemned 


to a perpetual ſleep till the roſe was 
plucked (which he imagined never 
would be) by a young man in poſ- 
ſeſſion of that ring, on which was 
_ engraved the taliſman on the ſeal of 
Solomon. But, in order to preclude 

„„ the 
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the moſt diſtant probability of my 


ever being diſcovered, I was con- 


veyed in the deep ſleep, into which 
he caſt me by his enchantments, into 
this palace of filence, in the iſland 

of ſolitude. St 
& How you, generous ſtranger, 
(continued the beautiful Nouzhatel ) 
diſcovered this place of my confine- 
ment, is to me an inexplicable myſte- 
ry; unleſs you are in poſſeſſion of that 
ring which was to have ſuch power- 
ful effects; but which the wicked 
Alladin believed would fall to the 
lot of no man, as it was only to be 
the reward of one endued with ex- 
emplary virtue. Naturally vicious 
as he was, he believed all men were 
the ſame. I ſee a ring on your 
finger, but ſurely that cannot 
4 Moſt adorable princeſs, (ſaid 
Abdallah) this ring you ſee on my 
hand, may, poſſibly, be endued with 
wonderful properties, for any thing 
I know to the contrary; but I claim 
no 
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no right to it as the reward of any 
virtue I poſſeſs. I have, indeed, ex- 
perienced its ſurprizing effects in 


preſerving me from the fury of wild 


beaſts, and likewiſe from ſuffering 
hunger or thirſt. But- 
Where, and how (interrupted 
the princeſs) did it come _ your 
poſſeſſion ?” 

Abdallah then repeated the parti- 
eulars of his walking by the ſide of 
the Ganges, when, on ſtooping down 
to the banks of the river, in order to 
' reſtore a beautiful carp, which lay 
expiring on its banks, he found a ring 
of uncommon luſtre, 


« Let me look at this ung ſaid 


| the princeſs of Serendib. When, 
taking it in her hand, ſhe inſtantly 


exclaimed, * Ah! my dear Gra- 


ciola, this is thy doing She 


faid, indeed, ſhe would not abandon 


me.----T once ſaw this ring in her 
poſſeſſion ; and I doubt not your ſu- 
perior virtues rendered you, in her 
| eſti- 
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eſtimation, the means of my deli- 
verance. She poſſeſſes that peculiar 
gift of fairyiſm, of taking upon her 
the form of what being of exiſtence 
ſhe pleaſes. She preſented herſelf 
before you, in the form of a dying 
"fiſh, to try your humanity.---I ſee 
her whole deſign; ' ſhe could not 
have fixed on an object more wor- 
thy her generous purpoſe than your- 
ſelf,” ---- continued the princeſs 
bluihing. 

The ſon of Abon Haſſan, who 
had never, till now, been ſenſible of 
the force of beauty, felt at once the 
whole power of Nouzhatel's united 
charms.--- The tender confuſion ſhe 
betrayed. in her every look, encou- 
raged. him to declare his paſſion, 
which he did in the moſt affecting 
and reſpectful terms: and taking, 
one of her fair hands, and tenderly 
preſſing it to his lips,“ You are 
ſilent, beautiful Nouzhatel, (he 
cried)---propitious be your rs 
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In this tender moment, a ſweet 
and folemn ſound of ſoft muſic was 
heard, and Gracioſa appeared before 
them. She preſented herſelf to 
theſe lovers, in the utmoſt pomp of 
ſplendor and magnificence. 

* Virtuous Abdallah ( ſhe cried) 
I am come to crown your happi- 
neſs. I have long known your 
worth and excellence; but the kind 
act of humanity you yeſterday ſhewed 
in preſerving my life, when I ani- 
mated the form of a dying member 
of the watery element, convinced 
me, you alone are worthy of the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the princeſs of Serendib. 
It was I, who, good Abdallah, cauſed 
you to find the taliſmanick ring of 
ſuch , wonderful power and efficacy, as 
to preſerve you not only from the fury 
of wild beaſts, but from even hun- 
ger and thirſt. Be aſſured the ſmall- 
eſt act of humanity, however trifling 
it may appear to mortals, who, by 


their blindneſs and ignorance, can- 
not 
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not look into conſequences, is re- 
giſtered on high: and it is from 
that virtue, through an infinite 
chain of effects, you derive your 
preſent happineſs.----Nouzhatel (con- 
tinued the good fairy) I am con- 
vinced you have . ſufficiently expiated 
your crime (for ſuch it was) of mar- 
rying a man you could. not eſteem. 
Your crime has been your puniſhment. 
You will imagine I have been much 
diſpleaſed with your conduct, as it 
has been ſo directly oppoſite to the 
ſentiments I implanted in your days 
of education: however, I have not 
abandoned you, though I was deter- 
mined you ſhould ſuffer for ſome 
time, for your inconſiderate marriage, 
as well as for your indulging an in- 
ſatiable and vain deſire for a fleeting 
painted bauble, a flower which you 


ſee proved your ruin.----Alladin is 


now no more :---(faid ſhe, tenderly 
preſſing Nouzhatel to her heart, who 
was weeping on her boſom.)----l 

ſce 
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ſee I know you and Abdallah are 
equally touched with the tendereſt 
and beſt of paſſions, when fixed on 
a proper object. Live for each other, 
and be happy.“ 

Abdallah and Nouzhatel teſtified 
their joy, their admiration, and their 
gratitude, in- terms befitting this happy 
event. 

« But, (faid the benevolent Gra- 
cioſa) I will convey you from this 
ſolitary ſpot ; for the palace of ſilence, 
and the iſland of ſolitude, are not the 
proper ſcenes for you to exert thoſe 
active virtues, which conſtitute the 
happineſs of mortals both here and 
hereafter.” 

At the cloſe of this ſpeech, ſhe 
thrice waved a little ivory wand 
over the heads of Abdallah and 
Nouzhatel, and they were inſtan- 
taneouſly conveyed to a magnificent 
palace in the iſle of Serendib; that 
kingdom now being devolved to the 


princeſs, on the late death of her 
father. | | | 'The 
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The nuptials of theſe amiable young 
| perſons were celebrated with the 
utmoſt pomp ha magnificence, of 
h which, Gracioſa would herſelf take 
| on her the whole management; 
ſo delighted was ſhe, that her fa- 
| vourite princeſs had made fo vir- 
tuous a choice. 
The ſon of Abon Haſſan, and 
his charming queen, lived in the 
moſt perfe& happineſs to an advanced 
age, and died ſincerely lamented : 
| and, to this day, it is cuſtomary to 
| ſay, in Serendib, when a fond couple 
are deſcribed, that they loved like 
j Abdallah and the fair Nouzhatel. 
| It is hoped the above little fable 
will afford, to the attentive mind, 
not only one, but three uſeful mo- 
| rals. The firſt, that there is no 
act of humanity, however inſignifi- 
| cant 1t may appear at the time to 
us, but the great Author of uni- 
verſal benevolence will, in his own 
proper time, amply repay us ten- 
fold; 


LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 71 


fold; and that by means which 
mock- all human foreſight. —— Se- 
condly, we are taught, by the above 
fable, that an union of hands only, 
in the married ſtate, without an union 


of ſouls, muſt be productive of the 
| bittereſt regret, and followed by 


the ſevereſt evils this life can afford. 
And, laſtly, we may learn not to 
ſuffer (by the indulgence of a fruitleſs 


vain defire, after impoſſibilities) our 
minds to dwell, with fervency, on any 


thing in this world, that is not »/eful, 
juſt, and reaſonable. | 


& "0 "I 


N 
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ON 


SLANDER axd EVIL-SPEAKING. 


«Wyo ſteals my purſe, ſteals traſh;— 
__ « ”T'was mine, *tis his, and has been ſlave 
to thouſands: | 
&« But he that filches from me my good name, 
<« Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
« And makes me poor indeed.” 


How inimitably has that great 
maſter of the human heart, the di- 
vine Shakeſpeare, expreſſed himſelf 
on this occaſion! the word filches, 
is inexpreſiibly to the purpoſe :— 
we ſee at one view the poorneſs, 
the meanneſs, and the deſpicable . art 
of ſuch a contemptible robbery :—— 


a robbery which may be compared to 
aſſaſſination in the dark: it is, in- 
deed, equally. treacherous and cruel, 


A good 
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A good name is the very ground 
and truſt of credit, and credit 1s the 
ſtrength, and main finew of ſociety : 
and till we, by ſome flagrant crime, 
have forfeited our good name, we have 
all a natural right to be well ſpoken 
of. Whoever, therefore, by pri- 
vate whiſperings, falſe witneſſes, or 
public flander, attaints the reputa- 
tion of an innocent perſon, moſt 
wickedly, and injuriouſly attempts 
to exclude that perſon from human 
ſociety. But, beſides the public 
flanderer, there is an animal» equally 
pernicious, who, as the eating ca- 
terpillar deſtroys the delicate tints 
and leaves of thoſe ſweet flowers he 
cannot wholly devour, employs his 
deteſtable arts to ſully the reputa- 
tion of that chaſtity he has failed to 
ſubdue. This deſtructive animal is 
the ſecret, whiſpering libertine, who 
by a ſignificant ſhrug, or a Incering 
turn of countenance, without utter- 


ing a word that can be called ſlan- 
| Vol, II. ö 5 
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der, will ruin the reputation of an 
innocent young lady for ever, in the 
opinion of all with whom he con- 
verſes. 


Heavens! that a man ſhould ſmile, and ſmile,— 
Vet be a viſhain 


* . 


Tom Sneer is of this diabolical 
ſtamp,- of which he gave the moſt 
wicked proof a few days ago. | 
In a room full of company, a lady 
innocently aſked him, if he knew 
the reaſon ' why Miſs P——— was 
gone into the country, juſt in the 
midſt of that gay ſeaſon in town, 
when all the world were coming to 
it ?!—To this queſtion, Sneer, by a 
ſhrug, and a kind of ſtifled half- 
laugh, immediately began humming 
an old Engliſh ballad, & The lady 
in the ſtraw.” The company all 
ſtared, and immediately took his 
meaning. - IE 3356-1 
„Well! (ſaid one) who. could 
have thought, ſhe would have turned 
| out 
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out in this ſhocking manner !——but 
1 always fad that girl had a fly 
look.“ 

* My ſtars! (ſaid another) you 
amaze me What the pretty Miſs 
P ? And pray, what has ſhe 
got, a boy, or a girl?” | 
One old lady drew herſelf up, and 
exclaimed. “ Good 60d — I 
wonder a judgment does not fall on 
the heads of ſuch forward huſſeys 
and ſuch a young creature too !---- 
I pity her poor parents——their con- 
dition muft be deplorable.” 

Thus was the reputation of a vir- 
tuous young lady, pure and  unſtain- 
ed as 1s 


„The lilly or the mountain roſe,” 


for ever blaſted. No atonement, no 
reparation can be made for fo cruel, 
ſo malicious and groundleſs a ſur- 
miſe! Dreadful are the times in- 
deed, when in the faſhionable world, 
it muſt be thought neceſſary to ac- 

E2 count 
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count for ſtaying in the country on 
one of the moſt meritorious duties a 
human being can be employed in, 
that of attending the ſick bed of a 
dying parent ; which, and which 
alone, was the great, and praiſe- 
worthy motive for Miſs P 's ab- 
ſence. 8 

„% The -ſneer, (ſays a late noble 
author *) „ the cruel, proud, cow- 
*ardly ſneer, which ſupplies the 
* place of wit, and diſcovers the 
% abundance of ill-nature, is en- 
& tirely our own.——So that if we 
„ find faults with others, how many 
e faults may others find with us, 
at leaſt an equal, if not a ſuperior 
— 
To ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs, is 
this great crime arrived of fleering, 
and ſurmiſing an innocent per- 
ſon's character away, that even the 


* Lord Orrery. See his Letters from Italy, 
letter XII. page 143. 


nt beſt 
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beſt, and worthieſt families, WhO 
are fond of retirement, and who do 
not chuſe to mix with the diſagree- 
able tittle tattle in a country neigh- 
bourhood, but who prefer (as my 
favourite poet Thomſon ſays) 


An elegant retirement, friendſhip, hooks, 
* Domeſtio quiet, puiloſophic eaſe ;? 


Such a family, I ſay, cannot re- 
tire into the country, in a neigh- 
bourhood where they are not known, 
without being made the ſubject of 
the moſt unjuſt, cruel, and ſlander- 
ous ſuſpicions. Nay, even the fa- 
cred houſe of God is often, too of- 
ten made the place of diſcuſſing the 
malicious tale. Of ſuch a ſhameful 
fact I was lately witneſs :---the oc- 
caſion was as follows: 
Happening to go to a church in 
a large country town, ſome time be- 
fore the ſervice began, I was ſhewn 
into a pew, into which ſoon entered 


three old ladies, and as ſervice was 
. not 
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not begun, they thought they might 
indulge their favourite paſſion of 
ſcandal :---which they did in the 
following words. 

„Pray, (faid the eldeſt, ſpeaking 
in a very loud whiſper to a lady who 
was leaning over into our pew from 
the next, where ſhe was juſt come) 
pray, madam, do you know what 
family this is, who are come down 
from London, which is, you know, 
above an hundred miles diſtance 
from hence, and have taken the 
Park-houſe ?--- "Tis very ſtrange! 
---they don't affociate with the 
neighbourhood, I find :---tt has a 
bad look.---Pray are they married? 
There's a child, or two, I ſee.--- 
The lady, I hear, is very handſome. 
Pray do you know what, or who 
they are, that chooſe to ſhut them- 
ſelves up, in this manner, from all 
the world?“ | | 

„Why, no, (anſwered the other) 


I do not ;---but there is ſomething 
| very 
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very myſterious in their manner of 
living---always walking arm in arm, 
in the park, or gardens !---Married ! 
---No---no: if they were man and 
wife, they would not be fo mighty 
fond.” 5 

The two other ladies now could 
fit no longer, as the intereſting topic 
grew more and more cenſorious; 
but with the moſt ſpiteful glie in 
their countenance, . they aroſe, and 
joined their wife opinions. 

„Why, Madam, (ſaid one) that 
is the reaſon why I imagine this fine 
lady to be no better- than ſhe ſhould - 
be. -Handſome! do you call her ? 
I ſaw her. yeſterday paſs by in 
their chariot, and had a full view 
of this great beauty. If red and 
white can conſtitute beauty,----why, 
---to be ſure, ſhe is very hand- 
ſome.--- They were laid on very 
thick, I muſt confeſs.---What !-----] 
ſuppoſe they paſs for brother and 
fifter, for that I think is the 

E 4 faſhionable 
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faſhionable relationſhip, on theſe 
occaſions.” 

I could hear no more; my in- 
dignation was indeed raiſed to the 
higheſt degree. 

„Pray, ladies,” ſaid I, „do you 
know the worthy gentleman and his 
wife, of whom you have been ſpeak- 
ing ?---If you do not, I will tell 
you. Sir William Worthy, + of 
whom you have been pleaſed to give 
your opinions ſo very freely, as 
you have alſo of the excellent tady 
Worthy, are both perſons of the 


moſt exalted virtue, and refined 


underſtanding. Their large fortune 
they beſtow not on the idle gigs 
of a country town, in making en- 
tertainments, but in ſecret charities, 


on which Heaven itſelf may look 


down with pleafure, ſuch as cloath- 
ing the naked, and feeding the hun- 


gry. If to be beautiful, or to have 
two lovely babes, be, as you ſeem 


to think; Juſt cauſe to ſuſpect the 
virtue 
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virtue of a woman's character, your 
charitable hearts may look upon 
lady Worthy-as a juſt object of your 
cenſure. She is, indeed, the moſt 
beautiful woman of the age, . without 
the aid of thoſe contemptible arts 
you have been pleaſed to aſcribe to 
the fineſt complexion which. Nature 
ever made. Devoted to her huſband, 
and to the tender care of inſpecting 
the management of her little ones, a 
lady Worthy, - oak in the bloom of 
youth, thinks 

I. was. in the midſt of vindicating 2 
the characters of two of the moſt vir- 
tuous people of the age, when the 
clergyman now entered the deſk, and. 
began divine ſervice. 

The vile hypocrites (for fo I muſt 
ever call the defamers of innocence). 
kneeled with uplifted hands, and re- 
peated the prayer, called the Confeſſion, 
aloud, with the pious energy of 
ſaints. 11 5 


RE: Ah! 


were a knot of old virgins, who 


who can tell you a very grave ſtory 


- yourſelf with aſtoniſhment, can burſt 
out with laughing in your face 
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Ah! thought I, he, who only 
knows the heart, knows how much 
you ſtand in need of his forgiveneſs 
for one of the greateſt ſins of which 
you can be guilty. _ 

I enquired afterwards who theſe 
malicious ladies were, and learnt they 


never miſſed twice every day coming 
to church, and the remainder of their 
time was every moment filled up in 
ſcolding their ſervants, and in ſcanda- 
lizing their neighbours. 

There are in this world, thoſe 
who can laugh away a reputation ; 


diſreputable of your abſent friend, 
or relation, and when you are bleſſing 


and cry, a hum !-—and we meant 
no more than a pleaſant joke.” 

often think, on this occaſion, of 
the account of the Scorner, in the 


proverbs of Solomon, who cries, 
„Was 
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« Was I not in ſport? But their 
tongue cutteth like a ſharp ſword ; 
the poiſon of aſps is under their 
lips.” 

There is another ſpecies of this: 
deteſtable vice, which, though not ſo 
deſtructive as calumny itſelf, . is ex- 
tremely cruel to an ingenuous, timid | 
mind. It is to: the face of a modeſt. 
perſon leſſening their merit, in what- 
ever art they may excel; and this 
is commonly done before a room full 
of company. 

I know two moſt amiable An 
whom I ſhall call Harriet and Char- 
lotte. Harriet has an extraordinary 
fine taſte in painting natural flowers. 
She had juſt finiſhed,” the other day, 
a moſt beautiful auricula, and a 
bunch of roſe-buds; nothing could 
excel the delicacy and elegance of 
the performance, except the pencil 
of nature itſelf. This ingenious 
work was ſhewn to a large circle of 
company, among whom were ſome 
2 9 exqui- 
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exquiſite judges of the art; and they 
were ſo much pleaſed with the per- 
formance, that they went ſo far as 
to ſay, it might not perhaps be an 
unacceptable preſent to that great, 
and humane perſonage, who, though 
ſhe herſelf excels in every polite 
art, does not diſdain to encourage 
the ſmalleſt attempt of the humble 
artiſt whom misfortune has thrown 
into the lowly vale of life. To draw 
modeſt worth from obſcurity, ſeems 
the prevailing delight of that truly 
good, and moſt reſpectable perſo- 
nage. : 
Harriet's young heart felt the full 
force of ſo ſtrong an incitement to 
future ingenuity ;!>—Joy ſparkled in 
her modeſt eye, and her fair cheek 
bluſhed a crimſon hue; when an 
old churliſh gentleman in the com- 
pany, of the ſtamp I am now in- 
veighing againſt, roſe from his ſeat 
to look at the much admired per- 
formance. | 


(e Let 
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« Let me fee,” ſaid he, peeviſhly, 


« let me fee this wonder. An auri- 
cula ! do you call this flower ? You 
may juſt as well, child, call it a ſun- 
flower, or a coach-wheel, —or what 
you pleaſe. But you give juſt what 
names you pleaſe to things. 
Very filly indeed Pray, miſs, can 
you make a pudding ? you had better 
have been employed at your needle, 
in making a ſhirt or a ſhift, than in 
idling away your time in this faſhion : 
---and when you have done all, can 
you pretend to vye with the works 
of God ? Can you have the preſumption 
to paint like nature? Ridiculons !---- 
ſtick 'to your needle, child, that is the 
proper employment for a woman, 
and don't ſuffer the praiſes of theſe 
gentlemen to lift you up with pride 
and folly.” 
Poor Harriet, abaſhed and con- 
founded, retired in confuſion with 
her ingenious performance ; and the 
company (fo fond of degrading merit 
in 
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in human nature) now all began to 
think as the old gentleman did. 

It is very true, Sir ;---and you are 
quite right ;”---was echoed from all 
preſent. 

Diſpraiſe and degradation of all kinds 
ſink much deeper into the human 


mind than is uſually imagined : and, 


I am convinced, where once it has 
got poſſeſſion, is never totally eraſed. 
It is, indeed, like a blot. on a ſheet 
of white paper :---the mark remains 
indelible. How careful ought we to 
be then of the breath of undeſerved 
cenſure, and of diſcountenancing; 
merit! | 

The younger ſiſter of the above 
ingenious young perſon met with the 
ſame fate. She had an uncommon 


fine taſte for muſic, and excelled on 


the harpſichord. | 

She had been one morning per- 
forming, at an elegant morning con- 
cert, the moſt difficult of Scarlatti's 


leſſons, which ſhe played with. the 
utmoſt 
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utmoſt execution and taſte. Her 
praiſes were repeated afterwards in a 
room full of company, who had 


heard, and who were all charmed with 


her performance excepting one lady 
(of the degrading claſs) who drew 
up herſelf with a ſcornful air, with, 
„Ves! the young lady plays preis- 
tily, but it is an old leſſon.“ 

A young gentleman preſent, on 
whom tlie expreſſive notes of the 
fair performer had made no ſmall 
impreſſion, reddened at this degrader 
of merit, and with ſome degree of 
warmth, anſwered, © We were talk 
ing, madam, of the fine execution 
and taſte of Miſs Charlotte, not of 
the year in which the leſſon was 
compoſed ; which, I think, was as 
long ago as the year twenty : but 
you are the . beſt judge of its date, 
as you probably learnt it at ſchool 
about that time.” 

The lady juſtly deſerved this far- 


caſm, but was ſenſibly nettled at it, 
as 


* 
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as ſhe was one of thoſe who had 
ſtuck at about eight and thirty for 
twenty years paſt. 

But the moſt peculiar method of 
leſſening merit, or degrading the 
beauties of either the mind or the 


body, is by pitying the object, for 


either ſome hereditary illneſs, or 
family misfortune. They firſt ex- 
tol the perſon with ſeeming warmth 
of friendſhip, by which means they 
imagine they cannot paſs for a 
calnmniator. 

Lady Blight | is of this caſt. The 
other day, in a large circle of com- 
pany, I heard her praiſmg the two 
Miſs L-----' (both celebrated beau- 
ties) in the following manner: 

„ I never ſaw thoſe lovely girls 
look ſo beautiful as they did laſt 
night in the front box :--;-their dreſs 
was elegance itſelf :----but, above all, 
that modeſt ſweetneſs, that native 


innocence of look, for which they 


are ſo, eminently diſtinguiſhed, ren- 


dered 
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dered them inexpreſſibly charming. 
They drew the eyes of the whole 
houſe upon them; but the ſweet 
girls. were ſo perfectly unconſcious of 
their own perfections, that they 


were locking round them to ſee who 


it was that attracted the public at- 
tention. I really believe they are not 
only the two moſt beautiful, but alſo 
the moſt accompliſhed young ladies in 
the world.“ | 

After this artful woman, lady 
Blight, had prepared every one to be- 


lieve ſhe was moſt warmly attached 


to the intereſt of the two young ladies 
ſhe ſuddenly became extremely pen- 
five; and, after a deep ſigh, faid, 
to a gentleman who fat at ſome diſ- 


tance from her, Pray, Sir, have 


you heard if poor Mr. L , the 
brother of theſe young ladies is bet- 
ter of that dreadful leproſy, or as 


ſome ſay, king's evil, which that 
Tis a 


family have in their blood ? 
moſt melancholy affair. 


Poor Miſs 
Los; 
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s ! it really grieves me to ſec 
thole ſweet girls, who will, un- 
doubtedly, be as well as their bro- 
ther, a prey to this ſhocking family 
diforder.---And then (continued this 
nicely malicious woman, with a 
deep ſigh, and in the moſt pitiable tone 
of voice) that other terrible malady 
on the mother's ſide.” 

“What is that, madam?” ſaid a 
young gentleman eageriy, who was. 
a profeſſed admirer of the eldeſt Miſs. 

„ A madneſs,” anſwered lady 
Blight, in a mournful tone of voice; 
*a confirmed madneſs.---Poor Mrs, 
L—— was under confinement many 
years, and at laſt died in a private 
mad-houſe at Chelſea ;——but it is 
hereditary. This leproſy, I take it, 
is by the father's fide. Indeed, I 
know no family ſo much to be 
pitied, That unhappy affair of the 
election for the county of ———, 
was the ruin of them all ;---the eſtate 

has 
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has long ſince been fold, and theſe 
lovely, but unfortunate girls, will 
not have a ſhilling---not a ſingle ſhil- 
ling !---Deplorable indeed is their 
caſe, as they muſt be liable to theſe 
dreadful. family maladies, and be 
left entirely to the bounty of their 
relations.” 
| Here the flanderous woman ended 
her cruel and falſe information. 
She had indeed ſaid enough; as two 
gentlemen, - who were preſent, in- 
ſtantly reſolved: to break off ſome 
propoſals of marriage they had made 
to the young ladies: as the ſhock- 
ing idea of madneſs, they could by no 
means admit. | 

Lady Blight had 8 views to 
gratify in her invidious report, as ſhe 
had a favourite niece, whom ſhe long 
had wiſhed to become the wife of 
Miſs L——'s rich admirer. 

The deſign of this ſlanderer is ap- 
parent, But I cannot help think- 
- ng 
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ing with an elegant authoreſs*, whoſe 


heart is as benevolent as her under- 


ſtanding is good, that © If all the 
evil-ſpeaking, one hears was to be 
eſteemed the effect of malice, one 
might fancy one's ſelf in the infer- 


nal regions. T rather fancy (con- 


tinues this admirable writer) that ma- 
lice has very ſeldom any ſhare in it. 


The defire of keeping up, or enlarg- 


ing general converſation, with the 
want of rational knowledge, or tlie 
fear of being ridiculed for ſhewing the 
knowledge we have, are the general 
cauſes of thoſe injuries we do our 
fellow-creatures in our common dit- 
courſe.” | 


Mrs. Chapone, in her Eſſay on Conver- 
fation, publiſhed in her miſcellanies. 


ON 
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ON 
RELATIVE AFFECTION. 


In Anſwer 10 a Friend's Remon- 
frances in the Behalf of a neglected 
Brother. : 


T HE ties of virtue are more ſacred 
and binding than thoſe of blood; 
ſays that penetrating judge of the 
human mind, the celebrated Roche- 
foucault. | 

If this ſentiment is juſt, as I have 
no doubt but it is, I am perfectly 
eaſy with reſpect to what you tell 
_ 1 0 

You ſay I am reproached with 
want of natural affection to Malevo- 
lus, my brother, which ſhews itſelf, 
you add, in an unabating coldneſs 
towards him in company, and in 
ſtudiouſly avoiding all manner of 
| con- 
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converiation with him, though in- 
vited to it by every token of reſpect 
and affection he can poſlibly give 
me; and this at times too when 1 
am diſpoſed for converſation, and 
will chearfully enter into it with 
Honeſtus, yourſelf, or even any 
common friend who may happen to 
be preſent. 

This is the ſum of the charge 
vou have drawn, and if no way im- 
proper to aſk, you wiſh to be in- 
formed of the motives that incite me 
to ſo ſeeming an umpropriety and un- 
kindneſs. 

Your wiſh ſhall be gratified —— A 
ſhort ſketch of the two characters you 
mention will be ſufficient for the 
purpoſe. 
Foneſtus's claim on my eſteem 
(to ſay nothing of yourſelf and other 
friends) is founded on the baſis of 
virtue. He is an enemy to none 
but to ſuch as are enemies to. all 
mankind. He is generous, friendly, 


and 
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and humane. He is ſo great a lover of 
truth, that he will not violate it' on 
any occaſion whatever. A har, there- 
fore is, in his eſtimation, the mean- 
eſt of characters, and the inventor 
and propagator of calumny the moſt 
deteſtable. 

Malevolus's demands on my affec- 
tions have their riſe only in acciden- 
tal and unmerited conſanguinity. He 
has received ſome ſignal ſervices from 
my hands, and, in return, is ever 
whiſpering injurious falſhoods of me, 
in order to advance ſome ſelfiſh de- 
ſign he has in view. If he is diſ- 
covered, he puts on the ſemblance of 
ſorrow ; pretends great contrition and 
affection; weeps, wiſhes, and pro- 
teſts; promiſes future amendment; 
gains belief from thoſe who have a 
better heart than himſelf ; and ca- 
lumniates again. 

Such is Malevolus ſuch is Ho- 
neſtus. To which my affections 
ſhould incline my Atticus will tell 

me, 
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me, for his ſincerity will not lead him 
to diſſemble. His reaſons will not 
be fettered by opinions founded in 
prejudice and cuſtom ; he will think 
freely; he will examine with can- 
dour; and he will decide with juſ- 


tice. 
FAREWELL. 


TO MY 
R ATM; 
With a new Pair of Stones on her firſt 
going alone. 

Written Dec. 22, 1774, 


WHEN little girls begin to walk, 
Their next attempt ſhould be to talk. 
Then why thus, Nancy, why thus long 
Do you perſiſt to hold your tongue ? 
Full fixteen months gone o'er your head, 
And not a word by you been ſaid! 
Oh! let it never once be told 
That filence reign'd in girl To old! 

But let us hear, by Chriſtmas day, 
Your ſpeech at laſt hath found its way: 
In liſping accents ſweetly prattle, 

Of fine new ſhoes, of doll, and rattle, 
And prove to all your friends around, 
Your ſex's province you have found. 


O DE 
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MELANCHOLY, 


Cour, filent queen of muſings mild, 
Thou ſweetly-ſad companion of my 
Lonely hour ; come, with thy ory charms, 
Sweet melancholy, come! 
Direct my ſteps through yonder grove of yews 
Dark ſhade, There, penſive, let me muſe 
On folly's painted ſmiles. 
Ye midnight horrors, hail! 
Iii range among thoſe mould'ring caverns | 
Damp, or on a new-made grave, 
Conſociate with the dead, 
Whilſt viſionary ſhades, | 
The pale inhabitants of night, 
Attend, in awful pomp. 
Vol. II. F | Now 
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Now night's foul bird ſcreams through 
Yon ſhattered ſpire, by howling winds, 
Long ſince a ſhapeleſs ruin, 

Here let my ſolitary thoughts explore 
This folly-fettered world; | 
Here tell how 1dle are its hopes and fears, 
Its vain delights, its fruitleſs toils. 
Ye empty names of joy! 
Le faithleſs idols of an hour! 
Can ye avert, or ſoothe 
The certain hour of death? 
Ah! no. 
"Tis bleſt religion, with her angel's fee: 
That clears alone the miſt of error, 
Whence our follies ſpring. 
"Tis hers to raiſe the trembling heart, 
To ſoften, to a cherub's radiant form, 
The king of terror's griſly ſhade. 
Thy balmy influence can heal, 
When ſhuddering guilt affails the ſoul ; 
Thy voice can raiſe the languid head 
In ſins and ſorrows ſunk, 
And weep away the precious drops 
That flow from ſacred penitence. 

By thee, the ſoul aſpires 
Beyond the range of this © dim 5b. ws 
Unmov'd, ſhe views her deſtin'd change; 


Nor racks, nor tortures move, 
Her faith intrepid. Sublim'd by thee, 


How vain appears this range of low defires ! 


' Oh, 
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Oh, whilſt I wander thro” this vale of wee, 
Dire& my trembling ſteps, 

My erring ſenſes teach, 

Whilſt dead to pleaſures idle j joys, 

I raiſe my ſoul to God! 
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8 8 A 
ON 
I N D o L E NC E 
SD THE 
IMPROVEMENT of our TiMs, 


W E generally lament the ſhort- 
neſs of life, whilſt we are blam- 
ing the tediouſneſs of every por- 
tion of it. 'This contradiction 
may be accounted for, if we con- 
ſider, that as time, un-employed, 
drags heavily along, an idle perſon, 
for this reaſon, muſt complain of 
tireſome days: and as duration is 
marked only by a ſucceſſion of 

| ideas, 
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ideas, his life muſt appear ſhorteſt, 
who has feweſt actions to recollect. 

It is juſtly obſerved by an excel- 
lent moraliſt, that © indolence is 


a ſtream which flows ſlowly on, 
but undermines the foundation of 
overy virtue. A vice of a more 
lively nature were a more deſirable 
tyrant than this. ruſt of the mind, 


which gives a tincture of its nature 
to every action of one's life. It 


were as little dangerous to be toſſed 


in a ſtorm, as to lie thus perpetually 
becalmed; and, it is to no purpoſe 


to have the ſeeds of a thouſand good 


qualities, if we want the vigour 
and reſolution neceſſary for exerting 
them. Death brings all things 
back to an equality : and this image 
of it, this ſlumber of the mind, 
leaves no difference between. the 


* Mr. Addiſon, 
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greateſt genius, and the meaneſt un- 


derſtanding.“ 
Let us then, as FI IO creatures, 


contrive ſo to employ ourſelves in a 
ſeries of rational actions, which 
by marking every period of our 
lives we may enjoy this great and 
happy advantage, that the preſent 
moment ſhall glide imperceptibly 
away, and our paſt age appear fo 
long upon ſumming up, that we may 
not murmur at the ſhortneſs of this 
life. 5 

The tediouſneſs of the preſent 
hour has been often conſidered as 
a proof of the ſoul's immortality; 
for we ſeem- to be contin ually puſh- 
ing forward to ſome point of time, 
which, when arrived, falls infinitely 
ſhort of the expectations we had 
raiſed upon it. Like children enter- 
ing on their ſports, we imagine 
pleaſures will laſt for ever; but, 
alas! like them, we ſoon grow weary 


of the painted playthings! 
How 
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How ridiculous is the expreſſion, 
„Let us do fo, or fo, to kill time ” 
forgetting, that we, and our time, 


muſt both live and die together. 


Even diſappointments do not diſcou- 


rage us: we ſtill continue to fix our 
thoughts on ſome diſtant period, 
which, in its end, uſually brings the- 


ſame diſappointments with it: and 
yet we keep going on in our former 
courſe, wiſhing the preſent hour were 
paſt, and looking for the fruition of 


our wiſhes, at ſome diſtant hour; till 


the grave, at laſt opening ſwallows 
up all our ſchemes, ſhuts out every 


proſpect here, and cloſes the ſcene upon 


all our ſublunary hopes for ever. 
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e 


Fur the Prevention of future Taxes in 
carrying on the American War, and 
a Way pointed out for the bringing 
ut to a ſpeedy Concluſion. 


Th E many millions of money ex- 
pended, the many heavy taxes raiſed 
upon the people, and the many thou- 
ſands of lives that have been loſt in 
the proſecution of the American war, 
together with the ruinous meaſures. 
that are ſtil] purſued for continuing 
it, are ſo very alarming, that he who 
can reflect upon them without feeling 

a riſing indignation for the authors of 
our calamities, muſt be as inſenſible 
to every motion of humanity and 
ſelf-preſervation, as he is defective in 


natural affection for his native land. 
When 
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When an individual by a ſeries of 
imprudences, follies, and vices has 
brought down deſtruction on him 
ſelf, and involved many innocent 
perſons in his ruin, we ſcruple not 
to ſay he is deſerving of his puniſh-- 
ment; we lament that others are compel- 
led to ſhare it with him; and we wiſh it 
could be confined to the offender alone. 

If this mode of reaſoning is right 
with reſpect to private, it follows 
it cannot be wrong when public de- 
linquents are the objects of reſent- 
ment;-- delinquents entruſted with . 
the affairs of a whole nation. All. 
thoſe therefore, who eppoled from 
the beginning the unconſtitutional . 


attempt of taxing a people who are 


not repreſented, have a right to com- 
plain of the hardſhips they feel in 
being compelled to afford their 
aſſiſtance towards carrying on a war 
originating, as they conceive, from 


injuſtice, and which conſequently. 
they ever diſapproved. 
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« Let thoſe,” they ſay, © who 
deviſed the meaſures that brought 
it on; thoſe who from principles of 
deſpotiſm, ambition, or avarice, have 
countenanced this impolitic and un- 
natural conteſt; let thoſe alone ſuf- 
tain the burthen of it; let them fight 
their battles themſelves; let them 
furniſh” from their own purſes the 
hateful means of compaſſing their 
diabolical purpoſes, and not enforce 
nine tenths of the people to aſſiſt 
with their perſons and property a 
meaſure they ever abhorred. Let 
the whole ſwarm of addreflers ſtand 
forth, and prove by actions to their 
ſovereign, that they are, what they 
have told him, ready and willing 
to ſupport with their lives and for- 
tunes, the juſtice of that claim his 
miniſters have ſet up. Let thoſe 
miniſters call forth their herd of 
contractors, penſioners, placemen, 
and all their other venal depend- 
arts to join in the inglorious work 


of 
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of deſtroying a people, who are 
bravely defending their liberties : 
and then will be ſeen what yet 
has not been ſeen, a 'fleet and army 
compoſed of men united in their 
impious cauſe. This mighty Pha- 
lanx may do wonders, .if properly: 
encouraged : give them but double 
pay, and they will enſlave their” 
fathers. Being flaves. themſelves, . 
they will deem it meritorious to. 
make flaves of others. Men leſs. 
hearty in the cauſe, and feeling: 
for the diſtreſſes of their fellow-- 
creatures, might ſhzink from the 
horrid work of burning towns, 
and cutting the throats of an un- 
offending people. 19s: 
Begin then, ye real friends of © 
this devoted country, begin this 
neceſſary work; begin to act like. 
yourſelves---like Enghſhmen. Drag 
from their holds the venal tribe, 
and, by every exertion that nature 
and the conſtitution of your coun-- 
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try will juſtify you in, force them 
to take upon themſelves the burdens 
and perils attending this abominable 
war. Prove to them, that you have 
yet left ſome remains of that ſpirit 
of freedom which glowed in the 

hearts of your forefathers, and that 
to encounter injuſtice and oppreſ- 
ſion, is a virtue not confined to 
America alone. By purſuing a me- 
thod fo equitable and reaſonable, 
thoſe who ought will be eaſed of 
an intolerable burden, the flames 
of war will be fed alone by thoſe 

who kindled them, and a pleafing 
proſpect will be opened to the whole 
band of miniſteriahſts of ſoon be- 
holding the objects of their ven- 
geance ſubmitting to the yoke of 
tyranny, and delivering up their li- 
berties on their knees.“ 

As theſe are the ſentiments of 
every independent man in the 
kingdom, this laſt conſideration 
ſhould induce the authors of the 


war 
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war to do that of themſelves, 
which an injured people may be 
led to compel them to, both as 
it may be their beſt fecurity from 


dangers that may otherwiſe await 


them, and furniſh them with the 
means of gratifying the favourite 
withes of their hearts. 

Come forth then, ye flaves of 
a deſpicable miniftry; ye who have 
been accuſtomed to pace in the 
trammels of your maſters; ye 
whoſe eyes have- ever been allured 


with the faſcinating baits of cor- 
ruption; come forth of your- 


ſelves, I fay, and, by a timely 
compliance, avoid the mortifying 
diſgraces attending a forced ſub- 
miſſion. Then will you make 
ſome atonement for paſt tranſ- 
greſſions, and, for once, in your 
lives, diſcharge a duty you owe 
to your injured country. 


ON 


- 
— _ 


25 DEER LE PIE ER pane In By gt ns be ne 
* 1 4 Deere 


A f 
1 
> 

= 
W 
= * 
IF. 
4 
== 
5 
4 4 
Li 
= 
£4 
\ 
. , 
I 
4 
: 
; i» 7 
bs * 
1 
* 
1 
* 
t 
) 
' 
: * 
4 1 
1 
. 0 
Y 
n 
— 
i 
a4 
2 
* 
* 
if4 
ins 
* 
* 
"ny 
> 
"F 
- 
7 
i 
: 
1 
= 
13 
"ug 
| 2 
1:0 
: « 
/ * 
1 
er” 
«374 
LY 
7 
% 
. 
1 
* 
;# 
1 
1 
+4 LR 
' x 
*. 
Ws 4 
7 
* 
* 
Ly 
aw 
AA 
4 
1 
hs 
: 2. 
a 476 
; Wil 
” N 
2 
Nd - 
1 226 
7 


* — 2 - 5 2 5 2 * 1 OY r * 8 — ä 
r 2 2x 4d ct Where, SAINT EE Ie EET 
8 4" 1 — > * y 25 A amp GE * ks — > T 2 


328 
W 


== — _ 

«= * Wee "I 
, N as 1 
> 8 ther —— ** 


4 . tas. to 13 Z 2 Ig, 
r 
1 A 3 CO — ene 


— 


iro LITERARY AMUSEMENTS: 
ON. 
ADMIRAL B ING, 


Addreſſed th the 
MINISTRY, in 1757. 
r. 


g ; 
Th 8 the certain opinion of us the mobile, 

( The beſt of all judges in this famous iſle) 

That admiral Byng, tho' he did or did not 

Do his beſt to engage, thou'd be inſtantly ſhot. | 

And to prove that we're right, we moſt clearly 

ſhall ſhew. | 

In our reaſons diſtinctions quite ſubtle and new. 

For tho' it was prov'd he diſcovered no fear, 

He is guilty, by G-d, tho? we do not know where. 

Thus clearly to us he appears, in this light, 

A cowardly daſtard, tho? willing to fight: 

Or more clear to define it, we can ſhew in effect, 

To be forward to fight, is a curſed neglect: | 

And now he's condemn'd, execution we pray, 

Leſt his conduct be clear d, and we fear that it may. 


AVE 
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A r 


Ii a Letter 0 a Friend, written at 
the Age of Fourteen. | 


My DEAR CAROLINE, 


1 Remember, when you gave me 
the pleaſure of your company at 
in Northamptonſhire, you 
deſired me to ſend you a full and 
particular account of the beautiful 
ſcenes, and alterations, which were 

made laſt ſummer in Lord Cobham's 
gardens, at Stow. 


© Pleaſed, I obeyed.” ——Nay, I 


aſſure you, I even engaged my 


friend Conſtantia, as it was not far 


diſtant, to make a little excurſion 
thither on purpoſe, to gratify your 
curioſity, 
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curioſity, as I knew ſhe was capable, 
by her refined, and delicate taſte for 
the polite arts, to point out ſeveral 
beauties which otherwiſe might have 
eſcaped the notice of your young 


friend;——-ÞAs I intend, by the 


next poſt, to give you a moſt parti- 
cular deſcription .of every grotto, tem- 


ple, and hermitage, with which theſe 


delightful gardens abound, I ſhall, 
at preſent, only acquaint you with 
an adventure, which, though imagi- 
nary, has made no ſmall impreſſi- 
on on my mind. | 
The day we arrived at Stow, 
provedYextremely hot, and we being 
weary, and faint, with rambling. 
from one ſcene of rural beauty 
to another, in thoſe extenſive, and 
beautiful gardens; my friend pro- 
poſed our ſpending ſome hours 
in a ſmall, retired, but moſt de- 
lightful edifice, which ſtands on 
a remarkable eminence : it is called 
the 


| 
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the Temple of * Yirme. The ex- 


treme difficulty of gaining this 
ſteep aſcent, I almoſt deſpaired 


of, till my Conſtantia, with her 


perſuaſive . eloquence, gvercame all 
my fears, and encouraged, and 
aſſiſted me in this arduous under- 
taking. We at laſt, after much 
labour, happily aſcended, and entered 
the temple : the magnificence, and 
grandeur of which, though in ſome- 
parts. I fear it is decaying, Is beyond 
any deſcription. 

In this. delightful ſituation; , I had 
almoſt inſenſibly forgot the evening 
was approaching, till my eyes. were 
caſt on the fineſt fight in nature, 
the moon riſing in clouded ma- 
jefty.” Though, at the fame time, 
J could not help addreſſing my ſelf 


* An elegant building in the gardens at Stow. 
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to my friend in the ſublime language 
of Milton, 


1 With thee converſing, I forget all time: 
* All ſeaſons, gnd all changes pleaſe alike,” 


As we propoſed ſpending half an 


hour in a wilderneſs of flowering 


ſhrubs called the Elyſian fields, * 
which. is watered by an hundred 
little rivulets, whoſe banks are 
covered with the ſweeteſt flowers ; we 
ſet out for the purpoſe, and eaſily 
found our way, being directed by 
the light of the e. to that de- 
lightful ſpot. 

Imagine us now ſitting under 
a ſhade - of jeſſamine, and orange- 


flowers, hſtening to the diſtant 


fall of a caſcade, all nature huſhed, 


* A moſt beautiful lawn, interſperſed with 


flowers and ſtreams, in the gardens of Stowe. 


till 


\ 
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till my Conſtantia, tuning a lute, 


which ſhe had brought with her, 
began playing one of thoſe heavenly 
' airs, which, if one may be allowed 


to ſay with the admirable author of 


the ſpectator, are the firſt delights 


of the departed fouls of good men, 


on their admiſſion into paradiſe. 
My foul melted in facred raptures. 
I really fancied myſelf among the 


angels, where, with preamble. 


ſweet, 


« Of charming ſymphony, they introduce 
Their ſacred ſong, and waken raptures 


66. high.“ 


Theſe ſoft ſtrains, together with 
the ſtilneſs of the evening, in- 
ſenſibly inclined me to fall into 
a | flumber, in which the powers 
of my fancy were ſo entirely en- 
gaged for ſome time, that I can- 
not help giving you an account 


of it. 
We- 


. 
ye 2 
nes, 3 Fe ge = * 2 "Ho — 
* - £: IE IND £ E 8 « 72 * 
1 8 1 N _ , 2 — es 7 N 1 
* wn ee J i Ooo6 oo of ewe 
- r * + 


ere 6 n 
IN r — hs —- — DS < 
ü ps by A Ne 7 Ps. he”; 7 IE 2 


BE 
— 


r 
I 


= * . 2 
—- "5, Tot — 
a . 
8 

4 = 


2 

PE TER 

3 
2 * 


FL 


CI _= — a 
* e OI — 
. 
* af” of oem * = 

.. 


2 | * 


_ 
* — 


BY — SEE — * 2” _ 2 — ä 
. ORE ER Een 


33 


r 24 
r 


R 
PRES 


216 LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 


Whether I was conducted by 
my good, or bad genius, I will 
not pretend to ſay, but I found 
myſelf in a ſmall wretched veſſel, 
in the nndſt of the wide ocean; 
and, to compleat my diſtreſs, a 
moſt violent ſtorm aroſe. It is 
impoſſible to expreſs my horror. 
———-But, good God! how ſhall I 
deſcribe the condition I was in, 
when: the violence of the waves, 
after having toſſed my poor ſhat- 
tered veſſel, for ſome minutes, 
daſhed' it to pieces againſt a. rock; 
whilſt another wave, flung me, 
almoſt expiring, on the ſhore of 


2 ſmall iſland ! My ſpirits, and 


ſtrength, being almoſt exhauſted, 


J lay for fome time in a moſt 


deplorable condition. 

When I began to revive, and 
to recover my ſenſes, the joy on 
finding myſelf on dry land, was 
great : but then. the fears and ap- 
prehenſions, of what dangers I 

1 | might 
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might be ſubject to, was a great 
alloy to my happineſs. To my 
great aſtoniſhment, I ſaw no living 
creature, The air of this iſland 
ſeemed peculiarly ſerene, and charm- 
ing. Every thing I ſaw was beau- 
tiful, but wild beyond deſcription : 
ſeveral ſprings of the pureſt water 
ran through the meadows, which 
were covered with violets and hy- 
acinths. I could not reſiſt the cu- 
rioſity I had to wander a little far- 
ther, when at the entrance of a cave, 
ſeated under an aged oak, I ſpied a 
venerable old man, with a counte- 
nance filled with majeſty and ſweet- 
neſs. He had a golden harp in his 
hand, on which he was playing ; 
and with which, like another Or- 
pheus, he charmed the beaſts which 
lay at his feet. I advanced, and 
| ſpoke to him. He received me in 
the kindeſt manner, and when I had 
acquainted him with my diſtreſs, he 
inſiſted on my remaining with him, 

on 
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on condition I never attempted to 
_ Fearch farther into the iſland; and 
that J muſt reſolutely reſiſt all cu- 
riofity in deſiring to ſee more of 
it. He ended his diſcourſe with 
giving ſome myſterious hints, how in- 
finitely prejudicial it would be to me 
to ſee more of a place I then ſeem- 
ed fo delighted with. Ws 
Overcome, by his generous be- 
haviour, I engaged myſelf in a vow 
never to leave him: and happy 
ſhould I have been, if I had ſtill 
remained in this innocent, ſweet 
retreat. But, alas! one fatal day, 
as I went in ſearch of ſome beau- 
tiful ſhells on the ſea-beach, (being 
ſeized with a curioſity I could nei- 
ther account for, nor reſiſt) I took 
the opportunity of wandering into 
an adjacent grove, the extreme 
beauty of which, as well as an 
hundred inſtruments of ſweet muſic, 
joined with the melody of birds, 


made the moſt Ag concert I 
had 
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had ever heard. I own, upon 
my entering this bewitching ſpot, 
I felt ſome remorſe, for having fo 
very ſoon forgot the admonitions | of 
my good old friend: but this ſoon 
vaniſhed, on the appearance of a 
very beautiful woman, who, taking 
my hand with a freedom in her man- 
ner that almoſt diſguſted me, led 
me through an avenue into a grove, 
in which I faw numbers of ,young 
people, of both ſexes, vainly, and 
wantonly dreſſed, and giving them- 
ſelves up to the ſervice of a ſhame- 
ful deity, to whom. an extreme fine 
Temple, I ſaw before me, was dedi- 
cated. | L 
As I advanced nearer to this ſpa- 
cious building, an indolence, and 
languiſhment ſeized me, that 1 
could neither retreat, nor advance, 
till my fair guide, entirely over- 
came all my little ſcruples. Her 
flattering ſpeeches ſoon effaced all 
my former ſeverity of virtue, - and 
"2 baniſhed 
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baniſhed all that modeſt diffidence, 
which is the greateſt charm of youth, 
and preſervative of honour. 

In ſhort, we entered the temple : 
but, how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
to fee many people of my ac- 
quaintance, (and yourſelf, my Caro- 
line amongſt them) giving them 
ſelves up to the utmoſt riot and 
excels. I ſpoke to you, but you 
turned from me, - and made it _ 
buſineſs to avoid me. 

| Shocked at the ſcenes of him: 
chery I had before my eyes, I turned 
to my conductreſs to beg her aſſiſt- 
ance in making my retreat ; but, 
alas! ſhe had left me, in the midſt 
of theſe perplexing circumſtances, to 
eſcape asI could; or, rather, to periſh 
by my: own raſh folly. 

By this time, I was involved 
in ſeveral intricate adventures, and 


in a perfect labyrinth of miſery, 
1 could almoſt have laid violent 


ads on my own life to extricate 
* 
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myſelf out of my perplexities. I 
ſhed bitter tears; I cried, O God! 
deliver me from this ſhameful. weak-- 
nels ! b | | | 

In the midſt of theſe. agonies, a 
pale, withered hag, ſeized, and 
dragged me into another horrid 
apartment. I knew her to be Re- 
morſe, by the ſnakes which were 
gnawing her breaſt. Here was 
nothing to be heard, but grievous 
fighs, groans, and lamentations, 
iſſunng from miſerable wretches tear- 
ing their own fleſh, _ I once more 
invoked that heavenly power who 
is always near at hand to ſuccour 
the real penitent.— I made the ut- 
moſt effort to regain my reſo- 
lution, and at length ſo far ſuc- 
ceeded, as to force my way to the 
fatal door I had firſt entered; 


when, at the . farther end of the 


. grove, I thought I faw the ve- 
nerable good old man who had. 
Vor. II. (3 73. mat 
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firſt warned me of my danger. 
I ran I {flew to meet him, for 
my courage and ſtrength ! ſeemed 
to revive every ſtep which carried 
me farther from that deteſted grove ; 
but, alas! his countenance appeared 
ſo pale, and ' ſevere, I thought I 


Was deceived in the appearance, the 


nearer I advanced to him. He 
vaniſhed on the ſudden from my 


ſight. 
Whilſt I was muſing with the 


utmoſt regret on this illuſion, I 
ſaw, coming towards me, a youth, 
with a noble, majeſtic air ; his looks 
were dauntleſs, and intrepid: and 
yet there was a greater compoſure 


and ſweetneſs in his aſpe&t than I 


can expreſs. I immediately ſaw he 
was Fortitude. He led in one hand, 
a naked boy, whom I knew to be 
Innocence, and in the other, a beau- 
tiful young woman, whoſe eyes were 
fixed on the ground. She was 

crowned 
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crowned with roſes. This amiable 
figure was Modeſty. They immedi- 
ately. on ſeeing a virtuous perſon 
in diſtreſs (for, notwithſtanding 
all my dangers, I had preſerved 
myſelf from guilt) took me under 
their Protection. With Fortitude, 
Innocence, and Modeſty for my guides 
what had I to fear ?!——l found a 
noble reſolution, and ſerenity re- 
vive in my foul, I could not help 
repeating ſome words I had hefore 
read: „Happy are thoſe, who can 
fee the beauty of virtue! Is it poF- 
ible to fee her without loving her? 
Is it poſſible to love her without be- 

ing happy 2 | 
I ſpoke theſe words with ſo much 
force, and exerted my ſpirits fo 
much in ſpeaking them, that T 
immediately awoke ; and found my- 
ſelf in the Elyſian fields, in the 
gardens at Stowe, the ſun juſt 
G 2 riſing, 
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riſing, and my faithful _ Conſtan- 
tia faſt aſleep by my fide. | 
I shall not make this letter longer, 
by adding an apology for the unmer- 
ciful length of it; therefore, at once, 


; Adien, 


Eupos1Aa, 


mit. 
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TY ERS 23 


En T2 Mp elk i 


On ſeeing a beautiful Boy, of three years 
eld, who, fatigued with his ſports, 
Fell aſleep, with his Playthings in his + 
Hand, . 


Swrkrr babe! who, tir'd of mimic life, 

Of gilded coaches, horſes, painted cars, 

And all the idle farce of empty ſhow, 

Careleſs, ſinks down thy head, in flumbers ſeſt, 
The little labours of the day all o'er, | 
Enjoy, dear boy!“ thy heavy, honey-dew of ſleep,” 
I will not do thee ſo much wrong to wake thee, 
O may'ſt thou, when life's real toil is paſt, 

As guiltleſs, cloſe thy wearied eyes in peace, 

As innocent, ſmile at the ſimple world, 

Its gilded nothings, and its painted cheats, 
Whilſt angels waſt thee to immortal bliſs, 


G 3 LE T- 


* 
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LTTTqTx 


From a Lady in the Country 15 her 
Friend in London, —_— a paſ- 
toral courtſhip. | 


| My DEAR Lovisa, 


Wy ILST you are condemned 
| to ſpend this ſweet month of June in 
the ſmoke, noiſe, and duſt of the 
great city, I am rambling in the 
meadows among the new-mown hay, 


” Where the mower whets his ſcythe, 
And the milk-maid ſingeth blythe,” 


— — — 


and liſtening to the plaintive notes 
| of Philomel. I am writing this 
1 under an old ſpreading oak, whilſt 

| my 
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my ſenſes are regaled with the 
/2-d{g of a blooming field of 
beans, to which all the perfumes 
of the "4 might yield a pre- 

ference. 7 | 
I am grown. a mere ruſtic; and 
have a thouſand: times more plea- 
ſure in ſeeing ſheep feed, and be- 
holding the cows milked at the farm 
near our park, than I ever had in an 
allembly crouded with. beaus and 
bells. 
As you are fond of nature in her 
native ſimplicity, I encloſe a paſtoral | 
love-letter, which 1: yeſterday picked 
up in a field of haymakers. I flatter 
myſelf its natural images, and the 
ſtrain of ſimple tenderneſs, which 
run through the whole, will give you 
as much pleaſure in the peruſal as- 
they gave me. . 
You will find a feeling heart is 
not confined to the beau-monde ; and 
that a country clown, when ſincere- 
ly touched with the tender. paſſion, is 
| * oy not 


128 LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 


not devoid of fentiment; though, 
without this ſoft inſpiration, he might 
often 


„ Whiſtle as be went, 
For want of thought.” 


Indeed I queſtion, Louiſa, if even 
Lord A——, or Sir Thomas B——, 
or a dozen more of your illuſtrious 
admirers, could have expreſied them- 
ſelves more to the purpoſe, or with 
more paſſion and tenderneſs, than 
the poor faithful William; who 
I find is a young ſhepherd to a 
neighbouring farmer. Who Phoebe 
is, to whom the epiſtle is addreſſed, 
I know not; except it be a very 
pretty young laſs, who was making 
hay in the ſame field, where I 
found the letter. | was particu- 
larly pleaſed with the innocence of 
her looks, and the neatneſs of her 
dreſs ; ner plain round-eared coif, 


and little ſtraw hat, added much 
| to 


—— 
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to the ſimplicity of her appear- 


ANCE. 


_ 


Her form was freſher than the morning roſe, 

= _ the dew wets its leaves; unſtain'd and 
* pure, 

« As is the lilly, or the mountain ſnow, 

Ihe modeſt virtues mingled in her eye; 

© Thoughtleſs of beauty, ſhe was beauty's ſelf.” 


No wonder that her enamoured 
William is ſo deeply ſmitten.—I 
find he has likewiſe the pangs of 
abſence to - ſuſtain, as the flock of 
ſheep, he then tended, had been re- 
moved by the cruel orders of his 
maſter to the diftance of two miles 
from his Phœbe.- What a cala- 
mity! Two miles, in ſuch a tender 
circumſtance, are, at the leaſt, two 
mhillions.--- In ſhort, a baniſhment 
to the Indies, were there no ſuch 
perſon as Phoebe, would not have 
appeared to this forlorn ſhepherd 
ſo miſerable an event. --- But take 


his 6wn words. 
G 5 Dear, 
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Dear, and for ever dear, Phoebe. 


Bleſſings on his heart who in- 
vented writing! and doubly bleſſed 
be the heart of good 'ſquire Richley 
who paid for my ſchooling, and 
enabled me to deſcribe to my 
Phoebe the ſtate of my mind in 
this cruel ſeparation. 

After I had parted with you at 
the ſtyle in the wood on Sunday 
evening, I heard the ſad tidings 
that my flock was to be driven 
into the paſture by the elm trees, 
near ſouth copſe---ſo that I now 
can never ſee you but once a 
week at moſt; and how to ſupport 
myſelf under this greateſt of af- 
Actions that could befall your poor 
Willam, I cannot ſay ;--- but my 
mind is fo diſturbed by this un- 
looked-for misfortune, that, as 1 
am a living man, I am in ſuch a 
quandary, I know not how to go 

| about 
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about my bulineſs.---Phoebe, it is 


nothing in the verſal world, this 
changing the paſture, but a fool- 


ih vagary of maſter's; fF every 
body ſays the graſs. was ſweeter 


and better for the ſheep, down by 
the meadow where. we -uled to 
meet by moon-light, than where 


now the - poor. things be drove to. 


am ſute I thought that ſpot 


was heaven when you ſat by me 


on the bank of violets. 


All now. goes to rack and ruin. 


I have loſt four lambs: and what 
grieves me more, that poor ewe 
you nurſed, and was ſo fond of, 
died this, mornin g - -O ing, | no 


doubt, to change of paſture.--- I 
have loſt my ſcrip, and I have 


broke my pipe,.---I have loſt, in- 


deed every thing. No, I have 


ſtill the lock of your dear hair, 


that you gave me at the wake. 1 
wear it next my heart, and will: 


to. the day of 'my death. 


- * 
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It would prieve your heart to 
ſee poor old tray, my dog: he 
miſſes you's Phoebe; I am fure he 
does. He hangs his head---will 
not eat--- and looks at me, ſome- 
times as ſenſible as a Chriſtian--- 


as much as to. fay, where is 


Phecebe ?” 7 

I count every moment till Sunday, 
---but it is an age till then. 
O my ſweet, can you ever forget 
that evening (laſt Midſummer eve) 


when we Tirayed to the foot of 


yonder neighbouring lull, to the 
little bower I had made of twiſted 
eglantine and honeyſuckles? Our 


fond debate then was, which of us 


had loved longeſt, and beſt, Me- 
thought the nightingale never ſung 
ſo fweet as that night, whilſt we 
fat, hand in hand, in our ſhady 
retreat, 

It does not fignify, Phœbe, for 
us to wait, and wait, till a farm 


drops :---we had better take the 
1 firſt 
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firſt cottage we can hear of, ——As 
for the little bargain at the Five 
Oaks, which I had ſet my heart 
upon — that would juſt have ſuited 
us, as there was a meadow where 
we could have kept a cow, and 
two or three ſheep :——but, alack- 
a-day, we have not caſh ſufficient 
to raiſe a larger ſtock — you know, 
Phoebe, I have only ten pounds in 
the world, and you but five, ---and what 
will that ſum together do, to ſtock 
a farm? However, let fortune 
do its worft, I will buy the wedding 
ring, when I go to the next market 
town; and the banns may be aſked 
in the church. What ſay you, my 


love? 
Vou know I have an uncle; he 


lives in a little bargain of his 
own in Vorkſhire—troth, I could 
walk on foot there, though an hun- 
dred miles diſtant, if I thought he 
would part with any thing in his 
life time; — but, alas! old folks 
| | | ſee 


/ 
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ſee not theſe things in the ſame 
light we young ones do: he 
perhaps, would not ſee the heaven- 
ly charms I do, in my Phoebe, who, 
I think, in my poor fancy, far 
excels in beauty even bis honour's 
fine new-married lady at the great 
houſe ;F———-and yet, bleſſings on, 
her ſweet face, it does one's heart 
good to ſee her on a Sunday at 
church. Not a bit of pride, I'll an- 
ſwer for her. And ſhe ſent poor, 
dame Grove half a guinea, when her, 
ſon James broke his leg. 

Well, ——but as I was ſaying, con- 
ſider, Phœbe, about the banns, and 
the ring. O, when I ſee his ho- 
nour's fine race-horſes, I am ready 
to fay, „if I had only half one 
quarter part, of what goes to ſup- 
port thoſe beaſts for pleaſure, it. 


Meaning, Louiſa, my ladyſhip. 
| 
would 
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would make a poor induſtrious 
young couple happy for life!” 
Well, F thought I had told you 
all my mind, but one thing more I 
muſt . ſay, and pray don't take it 
amiſs but that noſegay of car- 
nations which in your dear boſ{cm, 
laſt Sunday, I ſaw at church, has 
given me the greateſt trouble. I fear 
it was the gift of Thomas at the 
Mill: not that I doubt the faith 
of my Phcoebe---no, my love, I am 
not jealous--- only I don't like he 
ſhould make his brags, and have it 
to ſay, you accept any of his odious 
favours. You know his arts to your 
ſex, and that poor Molly the 
dairy-maid at the perſonage died 
for love of him. | 
Do, my Phoebe, ſend an anſwer to 
this. You may ſend it by one of 
the children at Hill Farm, who go 
to ſchool through this very diſmal 
meadow where I am now keeping 


my ſheep. 
i | There 


- 
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There they will find me ſtretched 
out under the willows, by the fide 


of the brok, lamenting this cruel 


abſence. 3 
I have a deal more to ſay, when 


| we meet, but cannot commit more 
to paper at preſent, for lack of 


time. | 
Farewell. I will have a ſyllabub 


in - readineſs for you on Sunday 
evening, at the old farm, next, 


his honour's park. , 
SO no more at preſent, from 
your faithful, 


Conſtant lover, 
fill death, 


WM. Dogz BINS. 


And 
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And now, my dear, I will ſuppoſe 
you have read the above: artleſs 
epiſtle..— Do you not, pity the 
diſtreſs of theſe poor lovers, whoſe 
poverty alone you ſee keeps them 
_ afunder ?—But, however, that ſhall 
be no longer a har to their happineſs. 
am going this inſtant to deſire my 
good huſband to fettl> William and 
his Phoebe in the little bargain, as he 
calls it, by the Five Oaks, and it 


ſhall go hard with me, but I will 


ſtock it myſelſ. 

As I know the benevolent — 
of my Louiſa is never fo happy, 
when aſſiſting the diſtreſſed, I * 
you leave to preſent theſe faithful 
lovers with a few ſheep and a cow 
or two. Theſe, from an heireſs of 
your large fortune, will be better than 
ſo many filver flounces to your 
petticoat. _ N 
Lou poſſibly imagine my par- 
tiality for theſe young people 
ariſes from my vanity having been 

flattered 
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flattered in the compliment William 
has been pleaſed to pay my beauty, 
as he calls it. —— No, - Louiſa; I 
have examined my heart; and though 
J know its weakneſs,” and that it has 
deceived me in a thonſand inſtances, 
yet, on a ſtrict examination, vanity, 
for once, has given way to pure 

compaſſion, 4 
My intenton is, to make the future 
habitation of theſe poor young folks 
a little paradiſe. The houſe I ſhall 
cauſe to be fitted up in the neateſt 
manner, the garden I ſhall my- 
1 ſelf ſee planted with a variety of 
1 the moſt beautiful flowers: a little 
| | brook, which runs by its fide, ſhall 
'F have an arbour on its banks formed 
| of the branches of willows, intermixed 
1 with ſweet-briar, and woodbines. 
| Here William may fit by the fide of 
| his Phoebe, and liſten to the bleating 
of his lambs, or ſee his ſheep feeding 
in the adjacent meadow in ſafety. Phoe- 
be ſhall have a ſmall poultry-yard, 
which. 


a 
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which I ſhall ſtock with a numerous 
broods of - chickens, ducks, &c. 
Ah, my friend, how many ways have 
we, whom Heaven has bleſt with 
affluence, of making others happy! 
I ſhall myſelf often. viſit this induſ- 
trious happy pair, 

Adieu! Come, my Louiſa come 
as ſoon as poſſible, and be an eye- 
witneſs of happineſs in the cottage 
of Willam and his Phœbe.— 
Come, I fay, and ſhare ſupreme 
delights with, your 


AMANDA. 
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N 


rern n 


From a young Lady in London, to her 
Friend, with an Account of an 
Excurfim into the Country, ridiculing 
Maſculine Amuſements for Ladies, 


—— — 


, 


My pRAR Honokts, 


| Yo UR fears that illneſs had pre- 

| vented my writing to you ſooner, 
| were but too true. I have had 
| a lingering low fever, which has 
| rendered me wholly incapable of ma- 
14 king uſe of my pen for ſeveral weeks, 

1 This fever I entirely attribute to the 
4 violent exerciſe my three fox-hunting, 
maſculine couſins, the miſs Reynards, 
at 
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at Reynard-Hall, in the county of 
Northumberland, have been the 
occaſion of, by the over-fatigue I 
was obliged to ſuffer, during my 
late viſit in their family; of which 
viſit you defire an account. You 
know me too well, my friend, to 
make it neceſſary to ſay, that I 
am not ſo fine a a lady as to give 
myſelf airs of hating the country ; 
or that I ſcream at a frog, or fancy 
myſelf too delicate to bear the 
motion of a horſe; on the con- 
trary, you know I am fond of 
the country to exceſs, provided I 
can enjoy its pleaſures in peace, 
and quietneſs ; — that I am quite 
an enthuſiaſt, when I ſpeak of the 
beauties of woods, rocks, and val- 
lies; you likewiſe know I am fo 


fond of ſheep, that I have had : 


ſome thoughts of turning ſhepherd- 
els. J mention all this, left you 
ſhould imagine three years reſidence 
in Groſvenor Square has entirely 


. obliterated 
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obliterated my fondneſs for rural 
ſcenes. And that you may not 


look upon me in the light of ſo 


fine a lady. as not to be able to 


ſtir without a coach, or chair, I 


look on exerciſe as the chief and 
only preſervative of health; and 
am never ſo happy as when I 
am walking, - or riding; but then, 
as Dr. Young ſays, I cannot with 


| * Lady Betty leap a five barr'd gate ;” 


my pleaſures muſt be tranquil, 


compoſed, and equal; and per- 
fectly - inconſiſtent with the noiſe 


tumult, and riot, I heard from 


morning till night, in the Reynard 
family. | 

The elegant authoreſs * of the 
following lines, ſpeaks my ſenſe in 
this matter. 


* Miſs Carter. | 
| 40 o 
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% To temper'd wiſhes, juſt deſires, 
ls happineſs confin'd, 

And deaf to folly's call attends, 
The muſic of the mind. 


But, methinks, I hear my Ho- 
noria beg me to ceaſe my moral 
reflections, and to give her an ac- 
count of my journey to Reynard- 
Hall. 

Well, then: Sir Thomas Rey- 
nard, the fox-hunting baronet, 
who inhabits that ancient man- 
ſion, is, as I believe you know, 
my uncle, by my mother's ſide. 
My poor aunt, lady Reynard, it 
is well known, was fairly walked 
to death, by the hale knight her 
huſband, who values himſelf, next 
to his money, on being the ſtrongeſt 
man in England, and at having been 
at the death of more foxes than 

any 


- — PIs — 2 
7 "© 2 — "DOS Oy 
— — — ———— 8 — — — - 
—— — — 2 — . — 
— —— — - 


. —— 
— — 22 — a” - _ — — "ou — 


— P ao ag - 


dn 0 — 


1 1 : 


—— — 828 _ 


" 


— 2 ————— öI¶ 5 Py 


| 
1 
q 
þ 
* 
s 
. 
} 


—— — 12ͤ«K„˖˙.ů 


r 


— —ääz—Wͤ—ͥ— ———— — 
rn nn - 


— — 
— —.— » — 


a” 
n_—_ - — - *. 
= 


' 144 . LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 


any man living. My aunt, who 
was of a delicate conſtitution, could 
not ride after a fox-chace, nor walk 
ten miles before breakfaſt, - which 
ſhe was continually teaſed to do, 
becauſe exerciſe is good for health. 
She died a martyr to her huſband's 
caprice; and left three daughters, 
and a fon, a fine youth of ſixteen, 
who, the year following, being 
forced by Sir Thomas to mount 
one of his vicious hunters, and to 
attend the chace, hroke his neck, 
in attempting to leap a fix barred 
gate. „„ 
This grievous misfortune, though 
ſincerely lamented by my uncle, 
did not abate in the leaſt his 
* fondneſs for the field; on the 
contrary, the foxes, that winter, 
led a moſt weariſome life, as it 
was only from exerciſe, 'the knight 
ſaid, he could receive conſolation. 
| ——Indeed, I believe him in this 
reſpect; for, as to ſubmiſſion, and 
. | reſignation 
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reſignation to the will of the Al- 
mighty under calamities, he is juſt 
us ignorant as a wild American 
ſavage in a cave. 1 


As to my three female couſins, 


who were all ſome years older than 


poor Tom, they were trained to 
the ſaddle from mere children. 


The eldeſt-—but you will find their 
characters in the courſe of my ſtory; 
—-] will, therefore, proceed with 
informing you, that my uncle ſent 
me an invitation, by letter, in which 


he inſiſted on my leaving the noiſy, 


wicked town (for ſo he always calls 
London) to enjoy for a few months 
the pleaſures of the country, in 
peace and quietneſs, at Reynard- 
Hall. 
Accordingly I ſet out; and at 
the cloſe of the third day, in -OQto- 
ber (alas! I did not conſider it Was 
the hunting ſeaſon) I arrived in 
ſafety, after a jeurney of near two 
hundred miles. 


Vo“. II. H I was 
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I was much pleaſed with the 
ancient magnificence of the houſe, 
and with the old -rookery by its 
ſide; but I am not a little hurt 
in ſeeing an incredible number of 
foxes tails, ears, and ſlit noſes, naited 
up on every gate in the court yard. 
Heavens! thought I, what a ſlaugh- 
ter muſt have been made of theſe 
poor animals, to furniſh ſo many 
trophies! _ 

T now alighted; bat 'found, to 
my ſorrow, it had been hunting 
day; that there had been a won- 
derful long chace, -and that the hunt 
were all then at dinner in the great 
hall, though paſt fix - o'clock in the 


evening. | 
'T defired to be ſhewn into a par- 
lour, but, unfortunately for me, 
the ſervant uſhered me by the door 
of the hall, after having e ge 
my arrival. 
as I was paſſing the cry; I 
heard moſt violent burſts of laugh- 
: | | . 
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ter, accompanied with a number of 
voices at once: Some were ſwear- 
ing, ſome hallooing, and others 
breaking glaſſes. - Bedlam broke 
looſe, or the confuſion of the Tower 
ol Babel, were filence to the general 
uproar. Above all, I heard my un- 
cle's voice. „Bring her here 
---bring her here,” ſaid he. Honies, 
you ſhall have a fight of her.——A 
fine girl, efaith T” | | 

From the uproar that followed 
at theſe worde, you would have 
imagined they had juſt unkennelled 
a fox. 

On my bs the hall, the 
dinner had been juſt removed, and 
the table covered with bottles and 
glaſſes. | 

J thought I ſhould have ſunk. 
---O, Honora, do not you pity 
me-?---A young girl of eighteen 
(for you know I am barely no 
more) to be introduced into the 
matt of a room full of drunken 
| . fox- 
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fox-hunters, was too trying to be 
ſupported with ſufficient fortitude. 

I was attempting to retire, when 
unfortunately my uncle 'ſpied me, 
and rifing haſtily, ran to me, ex- 
claiming, Ha, my little rogue 
are you come at laſt ?—No words, 
---| muſt, and will have a ſmacking 
am. | 

Three or four drunken *{quires 
now aroſe to follow his example, 
with, 

« By your leave, pretty lady.” 

« I hope we ſhall ſee you in the 
field on Wedneſday,” ———cried an- 
other. 
„ l bett ten to five,” ſaid a 
little jackanapes, who was dreſt 
like a groom, with a black bob 
wig, and a ſhort flannel waiſtcoat; 
though I underſtood afterwards he 
has upwards of twelve thouſand 
pounds a year; ——* I'll lay this 
handful of gold, to another of ſilver, 
this little lim girl will follow the 
hounds 
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hounds better than any woman in 
the four counties.“ 

I could hear no more, but, vio- 
lently ſtruggling, broke away from 
his rude graſp, and made my eſcape 
into a long paſſage, which af® length 
brought me into the drawing room. 


Here I found my couſins ; their 
appearance, bold, maſculine, and . 


forbidding to the laſt degree _ 
I related the misfortune of my 


being conducted by the ſervant into 
a room full of gentleman (which 


by the bye, was owing to my 


couſins ignorance of even common 
politeneſs in not giving proper or- 


ders) but, inſtead of apologizing 


for the ſervants blunder, they all 


ſet up a loud laugh---with, & and 

pray couſin what did that argufye ? 

—— The gentlemen would not eat. 
you, I ſuppoſe.” 

They continued their WET at 


ſo excellent a joke, as they called 


it; and preſently the two youngeſt, 
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after attentively viewing- me, fell in- 


to a whiſper, in which I could plain- 
ly hear, „London airs !——fine 
lady. pale faced thing !'—— When 


I, in. my turn, ſtared at them with 


ſome degree of contempt. i 

The eldeſt, turned of thirty, 
has the Weather-beaten counte- 
nance, maſculine air, and voice 
of a whipper-in to a pack of 
fox-hounds. She bas followed the 
The 
two younger, nearly of the ſame 
age with each. other, are as their 
elder ſiſter, in their perſons, . coarſe 
to the laſt degree; but are called 
by their brother fox-hunters, Jolly 
girls, frank-hearted, merry, honeſt 


ſouls, that will give and take a good 


Joke. | 
After we had hide tea, my uncle 
reeled into the room, with tuo of 
his companions, exceedingly diſ- 
guiſed in liquor. They inſiſted (on 


hearing I could ſing) that I ſhould 


enter-- 
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entertain them with the laſt new 
hunting ſong—or with The Early 
Horn. On my declaring I Knew 
neither, they were aſtoniſhed. Sir 
Thomas then ſaid to my youngeſt 
couſin, Come, Doll, do you 
ſtrike up with, Hark away to the 
chaſe, my brave boys :” which the. 
inſtantly did, with a voice loud 
enough to crack the drum of one's 
ear. She finiſhed her ſong with 
the view Holloaa, in which ſhe 
was joined by all the company, 
except myſelf, who, tired to death, 
defired I might withdraw to my 
apartment. 

„% Not- you, indeed,” faid my 
joyous uncle; © faith, we will 
make a night of it, now you are 
come: here, bring in the bottles and 
claſſes.” | 

He then took me on his knee, 
and the liquor having changed its 
manner of operation, he fuddenly 

' grew wonderfully fad, and de- 
| H 4. clared, 
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clared, with tears in his eyes, that I 
was the very image of his poor dear 
wite, on her wedding day.” 

The company from the other room 
now began to ſtagger in, being all 
in a ſtate of ſtupeſaction. Clouds 
of tobacco now filled the room; and, 
whilſt the chief part of theſe hu - 
man brutes were dozing over their 
pipes, a ſmall knot of them fell into 
a diſſertation on the difficulty of 
beating thick covers, of a new in- 
vention of the quail-pipe, and on the 
true art of ſnipe ſhooting. 

As the debate grew warm, I made 
my eſcape as ſoon as I poſſibly could, 
and my couſins attended: me to my 
apartment, where they told me, they 
thought me very ſhy, and ſqueamiſh, 
to quit ſo much charming company 
ſo ſoon. 

When they departed, I double- 
locked and bolted my door, and 
ſoon fell into a profound ſleep; 

Which, 


LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 153” 


which, however, was as ſoon in- 
terrupted by the riot, occaſioned 
by the departure of ſome of the 
gueſts; for the chief part of them 
were carried to bed, in too ſhame-- 
ful a ſtate for deſcription. Hea- 
vens! ſaid IJ, is this that peace 
and order, which I might hase 
expected at the ſeat of my honoura- 
ble grandfather, Sir Jaſper Reynard? 
— his miſtaken ſon imagine, 
that riot is hoſpitality ?——and making 
his neighbours drunk, a proof of his 
benevolence ? | | 
Full of theſe reflections, I paſt - 
a ſleepleſs night; but luckily the 
next day was Sunday, which ap- 
peared a day of reſpite, for the 
hounds, the horſes, and myſelf, 
for at breakfaſt, my uncle aſſured 
me he ſhould take me out in the 
field the next morning, adding, 
that 1 ſhould ride his favourite 
mare, old - $louch, . whoſe dam was 
H 5 ä 
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White Legs, whoſe great grandam, 
was Winifred, whoſe great, great gran- 
dam, was Spider-catcher. 

I interrupted the pedgree of the 
mare, by faying, I cared- not who 
was her grandam, provided ſhe car- 
ried me ſafely. They all aſſured me 
I had: nothing to fear, that there 
would be excellent ſport, and: that all 
the country would be in the field; 
for that a hag-fox was to be turned 
Out. | 

My uncle flept the chief part of 
Sunday in his chair, and I faw 
but little of my maſculine couſins: 
the whole day, as Gertrude, the 
eldeſt, was the greateſt part of the 
afternoon in the ſtud, ſeeing her 
bay filly dreſſed, and Dolly I faw, 
from my windows, viſited often the 
dog-kennel, under pretence of look- 
ing at a lame hound; but I fancy. 
time will diſcover, that ſhe had a 
leſs charitable motive than what 

{he 
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ſhe aſſigned for her viſits, as my wile 
uncle, I fear, will ſoon find to his 
ſorrow. | 

Monday morning at length arrived, 
when, by four Oclock, before day- 
break, I was awakened by the tor- 
menting founds of the yelping of dogs, 
the cracking of whips, the ſounding 
of horns, and the trampling of horſes, 
as my Windows, unfortunately, were 
over the great court-yard, where all 
the hunters were to meet. 

By five o'clock my three couſins: 
entered the room, dreſt for the chaſe, 
each of them with {ſhort boots, and a 
long hunting whip: they came to 
my bedſide, joining in chorus, 
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„The ſweet roſy mornirg peeps over the 
« hills, 

„With bluſhes adorning, the meadows and © 
fields, 
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I was now dragged out of my 
bed; and called a lazy huſſey. 
Whilſt I was dreſſing, in a very 
ill humour, cold, yawning, and 
comfortleſs, by a blinking candle 
they had brought (for it was not 
yet day) I could not help aſking 
Diana, my ſecond couſin, I this 
Was pleaſure?” | | 
4 Undoubtedly,” ſhe anſwered, © the 
„ greateſt in the world.” 

After we had fauntered about 
two hours, waiting till a violent 
fog was diſperſed, we were ſum- 
moned into the great hall to break- 
faſt; where were aſſembled no leſs 
than twenty gentlemen, They were 
Juſt fitting down to a long table, 
covered with cold hams, veniſon 
paſties, and ſurloins of beef, &c. 
I begged hard for a diſh of 
tea or chocolate, but was told by 
my uncle, that when I was at Rome, 
1 muſt do as they do at Rome, 

g and 
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and that a flice of the roaſt beef 
of Old England, would be better 
for me than all the flops in the 
world. 

A long debate now enfued among 
the worthy perſonages preſent, about 
the weather Some expreſſed their 
fears it would not prove a good ſcent- 
ing morning ;——others,, that the 
wind was juſt changed. It appeared 
a ſerious affair, and of the utmoſt 
importance to every one. At length, 
after an hundred different opinions, 
and as often going out to view the 
weather, and loitering about another 
hour, in that kind of ſauntering, and 
ſuſpence, which is of all things the 
moſt diſagreeable, at laſt we {allied 
forth, in the moſt uncomfortable, 
muſty morning I ever beheld. My 
uncle, —but I am this moment cal- 
led away from my pen, which 1 
fancy you will not be forry for, 
as it will give you ſome reſpite, after 
the unconſcionable lepgth of this let- 

| ter. 
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ter. By the next poſt, I will give 
you a farther account of the hunt- 
ing match, and of the concluſion of 
my viſit at Reynard Hall: in the 
mean time, believe me moſt 


Sincerely yours, 


HARRITT. 
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r 
[LN. ConTrNUATION.] 
From the Same, zo the Same, 


My Dear FRIEND, 


I Concluded my laſt letter with 
an account of our fallying forth 
at Reynard Hall, for the chace.- 

Imagine me juſt mounted on my 
uncle's favourite mare, Old Slouch, 
in the midſt of hounds, - (quires, 
and a number of attendants. — We 
proceeded to a dreary, black kind 
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us from a ſhower, which ſoon after 
fell, heavy enough to wet us to 
This did not at all 
damp the ardour of the ſportſmen, 
who were now all ſoon out of 
fight, with my three robuſt couſins, 
who; I ſhould have told you before, 
were mounted aſtride, on. the 
fleeteſt hunters.#——I was, in ſhort, 
fairly flung out, being determined 


not to quicken my pace, which 
was only that of a very gentle 


hand-gallop, and to return home 
quietly without giving myſelf any 
farther trouble. I, however, got 
upon a ſmall hillock, whence I 
faw the hounds running, and heard 
them in full cry; while a great 


— 


This mode of riding for the ladies is a cer- 
tain fat: in Spain they all ride ſo. To prevent 
the oddneſs of the appearance of x lady in that 
fituation, a kind of peiticoat is faſtened on to the 
left fide of the ſaddle. 


number 
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number of horſe-men were flying 
over hedge and ditch in. cloſe pur- 
ſuit of the game. 

Heavens! exclaimed I, is all this 
on account of a poor. little animal, 


who is ſo much unequal to its: 
purſuers 2: 


How Joth would theſe 
pecple be to undertake ſuch a fa- 
tigne, attended as this is, with ſuch 
imminent hazard of their lives, on 
any other occaſion ? 


But, call it pleaſure, and the pill goes down,” 


Woul! they endanger their necks. 
in. this mad faſhion, to ſerve a poor 
neighbour in diſtreſs ?! Ah, no 
I fear not. 
Whilſt I was in the midſt of 
theſe reflections, an honeſt country 
farmer walked up the hill, where 
I was, lamenting. he had juſt lamed 
a pretty filly (a fine colt he led. in 
his hand) in attempting to follows 
the chace, and that he now thought 
his 
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is beſt way would be to g 


home and mind his buſineſs. 
As he was going the ſame road, 
T defired him to conduct me to 
Reynard Hall. On our way thi- 
ther, which was only a mile, he 
told me what a deal of . miſchief 
this kind of ſport did to his hedges 
and fences. *©+ Not to mention, 
added- he, © that every idle young 
fellow in the neighbourhood, on theſe 
days, will never ſtrike one firoke 
of work.—But if they can but 
borrow a horſe at any rate, they 
leave their buſineſs, and away, for- 
ſooth, after the hounds ! 80 there 
is a day loſt.“ 
I could not help ſmiling at this 
good man cenſuring others, for 
what he was equally blameable him- 
ſelf : but, thought I, this is human 
nature. | 

I told him, T ſuppoſed he, as 
well as every other farmer, had 


ample reparation made for the 
. treſpaſſes. 
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treſpaſſes committed in breaking hedges, 
and trampling over corn. 


„Not always, madam,” ſaid the 


man; „ but mum for that.” 

We now met three ſpruce-lookx- 
ing farmers, full ſpeed, who called 
out to us, „ where is ſhe?: 
where is ſhe ?. 
the wind ?” 


In any other eircumſtance one would 


have imagined theſe people to be 
abſolutely mad. 

They then. ſtopped upon a riſing 
ground, where they ſtood hallooing 
and hooting to two or three yelp- 
ing curs, they had with them, with- 
gut any effect. ; 


“ See, madam,” faid r 


„ if what I told you be not true. 


----Thoſe young farmers have enough 


to do at home, without running after 
the hounds.” 


Ah, friend, thought I, your 
diſappointment makes you wile too 
late :----vou would never have had 


theſe 
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theſe fine reflections, if you had not 
lamed your horſe. | 
By this time we were arrived 
at Reynard Hall; when the farmer 
took a civil leave, and led off his 
poor limping nag, after having 
told me how glad his dame would 
be to treat me with a ſyllabub 
warm from the cow, if I would 
take a walk to Chalk-Pit Farm. 
e For,” added he, you muſt he 
deſperate dull here, when the ladies 
are riding about the country after 
the foxes.” 
As I found I had caught a violent 
cold with riding in the rain, and had 
a very bad head-ach, I: immediately | 
went into bed. 
My couſins, with their — did 
not return till ſix in the evening. 
The ladies, as ſoon as they arrived, 
ran up to my apartment, to tell me 
they were aſnamed of my behaviour 
in ſneaking out of the field in the 
manner I had done. -I pleaded 
N a bad 


4 


LITERARY AMUSEMEN'TS. 165 


a bad head-ach, but that availed me 
little. 

They informed me, there never 
was ſuch fine ſport; that they had 
rode above fifty miles, had leaped 
twenty hedges and ditches, and as 
many five barred gates; that they 
had killed two foxes, one of which 
had forded a large river, and at Jaſt 
was found in an old woman's garden, 
in the next county: that, in ſhort, 
there never was ſo charming and 
clever a chace. 

I obſerved they were all dripping 
wet. i | 

I am glad,” faid I, notwith- 
ſtanding it has been ſo bad a day, 
that you have been fo well entertained. 
-----But, pray, Diana, what have 
you done with the ſleeve of your rid- 
ingdreſs? And you, Dolly, ſeem 
to have loſt part of your pet- 
ticoat.” 

They were a little confounded ; 


but, at laſt confeſſed the truth, 
| that 
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that in leaping a hedge, it was 
no uncommon accident to leave a 
ſmall part of a garment behind, 
as a clean leap, was not always the 
caſe. | | 
A tattered petticoat,“ ſaid Dolly, 
te, mind not on theſe occaſions.” 
« cannot ſay my mare, Miſs 
Slammerkin,” ſaid Gertrude, © behaved 
over-well this day, for ſhe gave 
me a curſed fall over a ſix-barred 
gate.“ | 
They were now ſummoned to 
dinner, at the late hour of almoſt 
ſeven in the evening, in the great 
hall, where all the hunt were aſ⸗ 
ſembled. I was luckily in bed, 
therefore eſcaped the miſery of being 
witneſs to ſo much riot, drin- 
kenneſs, and diſorder, which I 


heard continued till paſt mid- 


night. | 

was the next morning ſeverely 
reprimanded by my uncle, for ſhew- 
ing, as he called it, my fine ladies 


9 
Als. 
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airs.---In ſhort, nothing could be 
more difagreeable than my fitua- 
tion. ---- If I attempted. to amuſe 
my mind for half an hour with 
reading, my book was ſnatched 


out of my hand, with the rude 


aſſertion, that I was always poring 
in a book. ------ If I ſtole out to 
walk in the wilderneſs adjoining 
the garden, for a mouthful of freſh 
air, then they were convinced, for- 
ſooth, I was in love, by chuſing to 
walk alone.----To be brief, I found 
it would be impoſſible to ſpend 
the winter there, as my health 
was already hurt by the irregu- 
larity of the hours, ſo extremely 
different from thoſe of my good 
annt in Groſvenor Square: I there- 
fore wrote to her, begging ſhe 
would write to haſten my de- 
parture, as ſoon as poſlible, which 
ſhe kindly did :----and to my great 
Joy I was permitted, in a month's 
time, to return to London, | 
Permitted. 
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Permitted, I repeat, by my uncle; 
who, when he found I was deter- 
mined to go, was as obſtinate in 
his invitation that 1 ſhould ftay.---- 
My covſins gave me up for a London 
affected thing.----I Vas pretty even 
with them, in my opinion, as I 
loooked upon them as ſo many rough 
country hoidens; and what the con- 
ſequence of their education will be, 
is eaſily to be gueſſed. Gertrude, 
ſome years ago, I find, refuſed a very 
good offer of marriage from a neigh- 
bouring gentleman of merit and for- 
tune, © becauſe,” ſhe ſaid, © he was 

„ milk-ſop | 
Short as my ſtay was at Reynard 
Hall, I, however, on being dragged 
out on horſeback, often with violent 
colds, and being made to ride in 
wind and rain, becauſe © it was good 
to brace my nerves,” contracted a 
low fever; notwithſtanding which, 
Teſt it ſhould have increaſed, I ſet 
out for London, ill as I was;---You 
know 
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know I have been fince dangerouſly 
ſo. You will think it extraordinary, 


perhaps, that I ſhould retire to London 


for peace and quietneſs, and to regular 
hours, in the very centre of gaiety 
and politeneſs ; as any one might ima- 
gine that in an abode two hundred miles 
from the capital, I ſhould have met, 
at leaſt with rural quiet, and domeſtic 


eaſe, joined with innocence and ſimpli- 


city of manners; but, alas! I found 
it to my forrow, the very reverſe. 
Come, my amiable friend, to your Har- 
riet and help her to regain her for- 
mer chearfulneſs, which the late ſcenes 
at Reynard Hal! have much impaired. 
Adieu. 


Jam, 
Moſt affectionately yours, 


Harriet. 


vo. I P. 8. 
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P. S. Since I wrote the above, I 
have this moment heard, that Diana 
is eloped with the huntſman; — that 
Reynard Hall is in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion on account of this event; 
an event I long ſince prognoſticated. 
My uncle is ſet out in purſuit of 
her, over hedge, ditch, and ſtyle, 
like a madman ; being determined to 
follow her to Scotland, where it is 
imagined the fugitives are gone, though 
the lady 1s paſſed the age enjoined by 
the marriage act. Sir Thomas, I 
imagine, like 'ſquire Weſtern, in Tom 
Jones, will hunt all the way, while 
in purſuit of his daughter; as I am 
told he has got a pack of dogs 
with him, and ſeveral of the neigh- 
bouring 'ſquires to accompany him on 
this try ing occaſion. 


On 
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On 1axing the AMERICANS. 


*% 


WRITTEN IN THE YBAR, 1775. 


| T HE advocates for American taxa- 
tion, after exhauſting every argument 
in juſtification of the oppreſſive mea- 
ſures which adminiſtration hath fo im- 
politically and unjuſtly extended towards 
our ſuffering brethren in the new world, 
ſeem at laſt to he convinced that 
truth and reaſon, ſounded on conſtitu- 
tional principles, are too powerful 
opponents for falſhood and ſophiſtry 
to contend with; and endeavour now 
to frighten and cajole us into an ap- 
probation of meaſures which they are 
ſorry to find will not ſtand the teſt 
of a rational enquiry. 
They begin to tell us, that the 


ſtate of our finances is ſuch, that 
I 2 govern- 
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government can no longer ſuſtain 


the weight of ſo enormous a debt 
as it is burdened with; and that 
unleſs ſome expedient is fallen on 
to extricate the kingdom from its 
preſent difficulties, its credit will 
be loſt, and a general bankruptcy 
enſue. Ss 

To avoid, they ſay, a calamity 
ſo great and 1ſo-- univerſal, . was 
what enforced the ſuggeſtion of 
taxing the colonies; and whether 
or not the legiſlature has a right 
to tax a people who are not re- 
preſented, the meaſures of the mi- 
niſtry, by the law of neceſſity, if not 
the law of the land, are frequently 
juſtified. | | 

Thus, by juſtifying the meaſures 
by their neceſſity, and by an art- 
ful appeal to the fears of the 
people, particularly to thoſe who 
have depolited their money in the 


funds, the friends of adminiſtra- 
tion hope to accomplih that which 


they 
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they have hitherto failed in; a ma- 
jority of honeſt and free voices in their 
favour. | | | 
With as much reaſon did the robber 
_ endeavour to exculpate himſelf from 
the charge of any criminal intention, by 
pleading neceſſity for what he had 
done. „Jou know, my lord,” : 
ſaid he to the judge, ©& neceſlity 
hath no law; and as it was neceſlity 
alone which compelled me to take 
the proſecutor's purſe, I hope your 
lordſhip will be of opinion, that 
my caſe rather merits compaſſion 
than puniſhment, and that there- 
fore you will give . it in your 
charge to the jury, that I may 
be acquitted ;* when the rogue 
well knew, that the neceſſity he 
pleaded originated in his vices, 
and that they were the true 
cauſes of his ruin. 55 
The application is obvious, and 
the remedy eaſy: if the debt of 
the nation is increaſed (as there 
I 3 18 
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Is too much reaſon to fear it is) 
beyond what government can hear, 
let a plan of œconomy and juſtice 
be adopted, which the nature of 
circumſtances require. Let the king 
hear the complaints of his people, 
and redreſs their grievances; let 
the authors of our evils be puniſhed 
for their delinquency; let Scotch 
councils and Scotch meaſures be 
no longer purſued; let the public 
money no longer be employed for 
the ſcandalous purpoſes of voting 
away the juſt rights and liberties 
of the people; but let it be uſed 
for the end to which it is given, 
the falutary and long-wanted pur- 
poſe of good government ; let mi- 
nions, penſioners, and miniſterial 
hirelngs be | baniſhed the land; 
let the repreſentatives of the people 
conſult the intereſt of the commu- 
nity, rather than their own pri- 
vate emolument ; let the people 


chuſe none for the important 
office 
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office of repreſentation but men of 
tried fidelity, or ſuch as bid faireſt 
to diſcharge the truſt repoſed in 
them with honour and integrity : 
let all this be done, and we ſhall no 
longer hear of a nation on the brink 
of ruin, of the neceſſity of framing 
and enforcing unconſtitutional and 
oppreſſive acts; nor, as Voltaire hap- 
pily expreſſes it, © of cutting the 
throats: of the Americans, becauſe they 
are ready and willing to give.” 


— 


14 ESSAY 
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r 


ON 


COMPLAISANCE. 


Th ERE is a falſe complaiſance, 
which the timid and modeſt are very 
liable to; namely, agreeing to a wrong 
| ſentiment, or often to an action they 
1 ſecretly condemn, rather than take the 
| freedom to contradict it; and in- 
dulging the folly at their own ex- 
Pence, which they might as eaſily 
cure. . 8 
Real complaiſance is founded on 
this ſingle, plain rule: „“ To bear 


« with the frailties of others, and 
“ to take great care that our own 
* do not offend.” Among ſtrangers 


a ſtrict 
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a ſtricxk adherence to this: rule is 
the firſt ſtep to recommend us to 
their favour, and to make them 
Pleaſed with our acquaintance : and 
even where there is the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip, complaiſance is not to 
be entirely laid aſide. We often 
ſee negligence in this point lead to 
ſuch freedoms as to give diſguſt, and 
are perhaps never forgotten, nor for- 
given. N 
A rude bluntneſs, in direct op- 
poſition to complaiſance, is as of- 
fenſive as a weak compliance with 
every folly, is ridiculous.— We ſee 
this plainly exemplified. in the two 
characters of the unmannerly Bluff, 
and the gentle Plyant. The former 
entered a room full. of company. 
laſt night, and walking directly up. 
to a very amiable; mild-tempered. 
young lady, who has long laboured. 
under the misfortune of lameneſs, 
aſked her; rudely, © What, you 
abroad with a bad leg !-—but 
135 there 
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misfortunes; a family diſeaſe: 
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there is no confining a woman. 
You are all alike.- Why, your 
ſurgeon told me, no longer ago 
than laſt night, that he has no 
hopes of a cure, for that your 
diſorder is the king's evil.———lTs 
the wound, or rather ulcer in your 
back healed, ſince you had an 


Hue cut in your arm? Nay,” con- 


tinued the. brute, * why do you 
bluſh? Is it not true what I fay? 
—An{wer me. I am a blunt, 
plain-ſpoken man, that love to tell 
the truth, faith. The devil take 
all complaiſance, ſay I: give me 
down right ſincerity, and plain- 


dealing.“ 


Stupid wretch! True indeed it 
was, the above poor young lady 
laboured under the greateſt of all 


but was ſuch a melancholy truth to 
be unneceſſarily divulged? 
This brute then addrefled a 


beautiful married lady, whoſe huſ- 
- band 
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band is unhappily a liber- 
tine. 
„Never tell me, that lovely red 
and white, is all your own! 
What, is Spaniſh wool, or vermili- 
on, moſt uſed now? what, does your 
huſband get drunk ſtill every night? 
J hear he has taken an opera girl, 
and turned off the little Brunette, 
I forget her name.” 
On perceiving the poor lady 
ready to fink with confuſion, he went 
on. 8 „„ 
« Why, it 1s true enough: 
it is the talk of the whole town. 
1. am old tell-truth; tell the 
truth, and ſhame the devil, is my. 
motto: How could you marry- 
ſuch a man? — But you may thank 
yourſelf for all——he will make you 
ſuffer remember I tell you 
truth.” | 
On thus fingle principle of tell- 
ing unneceſſary truths, does this 


brute give offence and pain to 
ail 


180 LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 


all about him; and no man will 
die leſs lamented, as no man was 
ever leſs beloved. 
On the contrary, an exceſs of 
complaiſance is as troubleſome and 
ridiculous, as its oppoſite behaviour 1s 
brutal. | | 

The gentle Mr. Pliant, is a con- 
vincing proof of this aſſertion ; 
who never, like a certain com- 
plaiſant gay monarch, of the laſt 
century, was never heard to ſay 
no in his life. This eaſy diſpoſi- 
tion has led poor Pliant into a 
thouſand ſcrapes and difficulties. 
II have often ſeen him with 
his hat under his arm, waiting in 
the- rain, till he has been wet to 
the ſkin, in order to hand ladies 
to their carriage, for whom he has 
had no particular zendre, or indeed 
any reaſon ſo to do, but becauſe 
as they were the fair ſex, to whom 
he is a profeſſed ſlave, he thinks 


this excels of complaiſance incum- 
| bent 
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bent on him to ſhew. He has 
burnt his fingers an hundred times 
in filling up a lady's tea-pot, and 
even carried his foible ſo far as to 
maintain, like Jack Lizard in the 
Guardian, that there is no “ heat 
in fire.“ | 

It is a known fact, that poor Plant, 
had very near, lately, loft his life, 
through his exceſſive degree of com- 
plaiſance. 

He was travelling ſome miles 
with a gentleman in a poſt-chaiſe, 
when they were unluckily over- 
turned: his companion was but 
ſlightly hurt, but the ever polite 
Pliant who might have, by throw- 
ing himſelf out of the chaiſe, 
eſcaped unhurt, had he not, by 
an overſtrained civility, omitted 
the care of his own ſafety, rather 
than be guilty, even in ſuch im- 
minent danger, of the leaſt degree 
of a breach of politeneſs, or what 
he calls ill-breeding. He was 

taken 


| 
| 
| 
| 


are in want of aid yourſelf. 
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taken out of the chaiſe, with 
a broken arm, and otherwiſe much 
hurt. On being conveyed to a 
neighbouring inn, a ſurgeon was 
immediately ſent for, who ſtood 
for a full quarter of an hour 


| with his lancet in His hand, before 


Pliant would permit himſelf to be 
bled before his companion, who 
had only received a flight ſcratch ;. 
and though in the utmoſt pain 
and danger, he was all the time 
exclaiming * Upon my word, 
Sir, I muſt infiſt on your being 
bled firſt ——I cannot be guilty 
of ſo much ill-breeding, as to con- 
ſent to this operation, whilſt you 


You will make me die of ſhame, 
if you inſiſt any longer. Indeed 
I poſitively cannot uſe any means 
for my own fafety, till I ſee the 
operation performed on you.” 

Had | Pliant's companicu «been 
an old acquaintance, one might 
| | have 
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have attributed to friendihip this 


extraordinary kindneſs, and have 
admired ſo great an effect of it, 
as to prefer the ſafety and welfare 


of a friend to his own; but in 


fact, the facred tye of friendſhip 
was entirely out of the queſtion; 
for this over complaitant gentle- 


man had never feen his fellow- 


traveller till half an hour before 
the accident happened, and it 
was by the mereſt chance they 
were both in the fame carriage. 
His great civility had, however, 
nearly coſt him his life, as by 
d:laying to have help, whilt he 
was ſpending his time in fine 
ſpeeches and compliments, a fever 
came on which brought him to 
the brink of the grave. I am 
convinced complaiſance will be the 
laſt thing upon his death-bed, 
that will leave this ceremonious 
man, 1 


Cer- 
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Certainly, complaiſance, or cere- 
mony, ſhould be con fidered only as 
the decoration, not the buſineſs of 
life: it is as poſſible to be too 
much in love with it, as too little: 
and thoſe who devote themſelves en- 
tirely to it, are ſeldom fit for any 
thing more than the honours of a 
ball, or a gentleman uſher on a 
lady's viliting day. 

But if complaiſance ift the wiſeſt 
and beſt of us, ſerves only juſt to 


give a gloſs to our conduct, what 


muſt we call the overflow of it 
in thole who cannot he ranged 
with either claſs? Surely, it can- 
not be deemed any other, than a 
ſort of courtly hypocriſy, an affecta- 
tion of humanity, that is foreign 
to the nature of him who aſſumes 
it, and of courſe, a ſnare to the 
unwary. | | 
Mr. Richardſon, © ſomewhere in 
his admirable writings, calls this 
85 com- 
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complaiſance, wicked politeneſs.” 
[ fear there is too much truth 
in his opinion of it; and that 
among the many fopperies we 
have imported from a neighbouring 
nation, this inſincere behaviour, 
which they call politeſſe, is one of 
the chief, and moſt ridiculous, 


* = 


- 
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LT TER 
From a Gentleman, to lus Friend, 


On TEMPER ANCE. 


Dear Harky, 


Tas report you had heard, 
that Sir Thomas Gormond has 
never been well, ſince the great 
turtle feaſt at the hall, is un- 
doubtedly true. I always faid 
he would never get over the laſt 
' importation of turtles, when the 
Weſt India fleet arrived. In the 
midſt of that ſeaſon of ſhameful 
luxury, he was bragging to me 
of twenty ſeven turtles he had 


partaken of, in the ſpace of one 
x month. 
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month. To me, who never eat 
of turtle, the jargon of callapaſh, 
callapee, and green fat, was unin- 
telligible. He informed me he 
had been drunk every night for 
the laſt month. —0n my taking 
the freedom, ſome time ago, to 
declare my abliorrence of fo per- 
nicious, ſtupid, ' and ruinous a vice, 
he very fairly told me, my fine 
doctrine was all in vain; for that 
he thought, and ever ſhould think, 
no pleaſures in this world, were 
equal to good eating, and good 
drinking. 5 

On his leaving the room, I ob- 
ſerved a ſmall bit of paper, which 
he had dropt accidentally; and 
thinking it might be fome tavern 
bill, picked it up; but found it 
to be a few memorandums, which 
this ſhameful ſenſualiſt had thought 
fit to collect for his own uſe. I 
tranſcribe it for your peruſal. | 


„Mem- 


1 
' 
1 
: 
} 
: 
: 
: 
[ 
: 
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Memorandum Beſt oyſter 


| fauce, at the London, beſt lobfter dit- 


to, at the King's Arms. 
Mem: To ſpeak to Mrs. Bleu- 
mange, for her receipt of lemon 
pickle. ; Be 
Mem: In the laſt turtle, forced 
meat balls not ſeaſoned enough.——- 
Madeira pricked. Turtle baked in 
the ſhell, the true Weſt India me- 
thod. . 

Mem : Never dine again at ir 


Peter's, the gravy poor, ſoup inſipid, 


ragouts greaſy, muſhroom. catchup 
_ : 

Mem: To tel my wife, on no 
account to turn away Mary, the cook, 


at the hall; as ſhe has the true me- 


thod of making the old brown Scotch- 


collops. 


Mem : French claret, at the Globe, 
extremely good, and drinks down, 
Thin wines at the Falcon.——To 
remember peaſe-pudding on Thurſ- 
day.” 


Un- 
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Unhappy man! was it for this 
your worthy father left you a 
fortune equal to moſt of our 
nobility, and a feat, (now the 
ſcene of your debaucheries) once 
the abode of peace and hoſpita- 
lity ? | | 

The illneſs of -- this unhappy 
man, occaſioned by his intempe- 
rance, having reached me, I called 
on him laſt night, and found him 
in the laſt ſtage of a galloping con- 
fumption: pale, emaciated, and 
trembling. J was greatly ſhocked. 
I found, in the courſe of my 
viſit, an aſſertion of Pope, concerning 
our fdarling paſſion continuing with 
us to the laſt moment, too plainly 
_ exemplified in the miſerable object 
then before me. On having a 
baton - of water-gruel brought him 
with a grain of too little, or too 
much ſalt in it, (J forget which) | 
he flung himſelf into ſuch a rage, 
with a voice from weakneſs, and 


paſſion 


4 
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paſſion ſcarcely intelligible, that 
the bye-ſtanders all believed it 
would prove fatal. + He lamented, 
as the greateſt of misfortunes, that 
he could no longer eat turtle; 
and that being confined to ſuch 
d flops, as they ſet before 
him, would be the cauſe of his 
death. | 


I hurried - home, as faſt as 1 


could, ſhocked at the ſcene I had 


juſt been a ſpectator of; not with- 
out making many ſerious reflections 
on the dreadful effects of 
rance. 

Few people believe it a vice: 
our children are train ed up in the 
indulgence. of their appetite, for 


What is called good-eating, as ſoon 


as they can be able to diſtinguiſh 
one diſh from another. There is 
not a public ſchool” in England, 
but where a boy may gratify his 
palate, if he has-a ſhilling in his 
pocket, by the purchaſe -of many 


little | 
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little dainties which lead, impercepti- 
bly, in more advanced years, to a ha- 
bit of luxury. | 

I am convinced, there is not a 


ſingle ſelf-denial recommended in 


temperance, which habit, with na- 


ture evidently on its fide, may 


not familiarize, and even turn to 
Pleaſure. Is not health itſelf, on 
the leaſt reflection, the greateſt ? 
Certainly, as to happineſs, the in- 
temperate are the fartheſt from 
it. Few perſons, I preſume, ever 


underſtood pleaſure better than 


Epicurus, and he placed it in tem- 
perance. The intereſts of the ſenſes 
are but ill-conſulted in a high, rich 


diet, which dulls them all; the in- 


tellects, eſpecially. The evil conſe- 
quences flowing from intemperance 
are well known. — From high living 
we are convinced an accumulation 
of groſs, acrid humours enſue; which 
at laſt hreak out in incurable 
diſeaſes, that either bring on ſudden 
death, 
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death, or what is more inſupportable | 
than death itſelf, the miſeries of a lin- 
gering chronical diſeaſe, that bane of 
every human felicity. 

Let us conſider, for a moment, 
the advantages reſulting to the 
poor peaſant, from the ſimplicity 
of his diet. Is that air of health, 
breathing in every motion, that 
ſtrong muſcular vigour, that lively 
freſhneſs of complexion, quite ſo 
deſpicable as not to be worthy the 
facrificing the joys of the © pa- 
late, and depriving - it of high 
ſauces, ragouts, and inflammatory . li- 
quors? 

The fallow is the fick look, 
the weakly habit, ſeemingly the 
marks of people of faſhion, are, 
in fact, only the natural conſe- 
quences of their deſtructive manner 
of living ; or, rather, not living; for 
one can hardly call it life to be 
dragging a wretched being on, from 
day to day. 

Con- 
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Confining the faſhionable term 
taſte to the organs of the palate, 
it is eaſy to determine what is 
right. It is that true taſte of na- 
ture, which gives to things that 
are wholeſome, the power of pu- 
rifying the blood; not the acquired 
one of luxury, that robs thoſe 
things of that power, and ſerves 
only to give them qualities that 
are pernicious, and that do not 
belong to them. 1 
From temperance, and plain diet, 
only, is to be obtained the inva- 
luable bleſſing health. High feed- 
ing naturally breeds bad ſecretions, 
and bad ſecretions are the never- 
failing cauſe of the moſt grievous 
diſeaſes. I am convinced, that 
nothing can make good blood, but 
a plain ſimple diet, ſufficient ex- 
erciſe, and the paſhons moderated 
by reaſon, and kept in due bounds. 
'That every one may be convinced 
of the truth of this propoſition. 

Vol. II. K -- 1 mad 
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and reduce it to prayer: is the 


ardent wiſh of, 
Your ſincere friend, l 


1 ; 
EDwaRD MANW ARING. 


On the Importance of the Colonies 10 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


WII I EN in the Year 1778. 


Tur the colonies are loft 


to this kingdom, there is too 
much reaſon to fear. The contrivers 
and promoters of that unnatural! 
and impolitic war, carried on 
againſt them {with ſuch unre- 
mitting rancour for more than 
three years, now ſtand aghaſt, and 

5 tremble 
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' tremble for the conſequences of 
their temerity. The treaty of al- 
hance entered into by the congreſs 
with the court of France, will, in 
all probability, for ever ſhut the 
door | againſt all accommodation 
with the mother country, though 
ſhe was no longer to talk of uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion and unlimited 
power; though ſhe was to relax of 
her pride, and to make -every 
| reaſonable conceſſion; though the 
authors of their wrongs were ſacrificed 
to the reſentment of an almoſt ruined 
people; and - though the true 
friends of the king and conftitution 
'were to be reſtored to that favour, 
and confidence, they have unfortu- 
nately for this country, for a_ courſe 
of years, been fo undeſervedly de- 
prived of. | 
Our fathers could never imagine 
that a ſet of men who, by prin- 
ciple, were the declared friends to 
a popiſh pretender to the crown, 
K 2 and, 
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and, conſequently, - enemies to the 
family on the throne, ſhould, under 
a branch of that family, arrive to 
ſo great a degree of authority, as 
to direct the affairs of the kingdom 
with a more uncontrouled iway, 
than can be found recorded in the 
annals of its hiſtory, fince the ba- 
niſhment of the - bigoted and ty- 
rannical houſe of Stuart. Our 
fathers, I fay, could have no con- 
ception of ſuch a change in the 
order of things : no, this wonder- 
ful- event, denim in govern- 
ment, this phcenomenon in the po- 
litical world, was left for their ſons 
to behold; to trace the cauſes that 
led to fo- aſtoniſhing an abſurdity, 
and to - deplore, to the end of time, 
that it ſhould happen under the 
reign of the wiſcſt and the beſt of 
_ 
Smollet, though a Scot, ſaw the 
importance of the colonies, con- 
demns the feverity with which 
they 
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country, in the late reign, draws a 


character of the people, and after 
pointing out the ſeveral reaſons for 
encouraging them, cloſes his ac- 
count with a prediction of an event, 
that probably may be at no great 


diſtance. I ſhall give the paragraph 


in the writer's own- words, as I 
find it in his hiſtory of England, 
Vol. xi. Page 209, &c. where, 
ſpeaking of the reduCtion of Cape 
Breton in the year 1745, he ſays, 

„„The natives of New England 


acquired great glory from the ſuc- 


ceſs of this enterprize. Britain, 
which had in fome inſtances be- 


- haved like a ſtepmother to her own 
colonies, was now convinced of 


* If Great Britain behaved like a ſtep-mother 


beſore the period above-mentioned, what has ſhe 


behaved like ſince? Surely, the Engliſh language 
does not afford a relative term ſufficiently expreſ- 
five of the character. | 
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their importance; and treated thoſe 
as brethren, whom ſhe had too long 
conſidered as aliens and rivals. Cir- 
cumitanced as the nation 1s, the le- 
giſlature cannot too tenderly cheriſh 
the intereſts of the Britiſh planta- 
tions in America, They are inha- 
bited by a brave, hardy, induſtrious 
people, animated with an active 
ipirit of commerce; inſpired with 
a noble zeal for liberty and in- 
dependence. The trade of Great 
Britain, clogged with heavy taxes 
and impoſitions, has for ſome 
time languiſned in many valuable 
branches: conſequently her great- 
eſt reſource muſt be in her communi- 
cation with her own colonies, which 
conſume her manuſactures, and make 
immenſe returns in fugar, rum; 


* Compare this charaQer of the Americans 
with that given of them in the upper houſe, by 
Lord Sandwich, and let facts determine which 
of them is right. 


tobacco, 


LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 199 


tobacco, fiſh, timber, naval ſtores, 
iron, furs, drugs, rice, and indigo. 
The ſouthern plantations likewiſe 
produce filk; and with due en- 
couragement might furniſh every 
thing that would be expected from 
the moſt fertile ſoil and the hap- 
pieſt climate. The continent of 
North-America, if properly cultivated, 
will prove an inexkauſtible fund of 
wealth and ſtrength to Great-Britain ; 
and perhaps it may become the laſt 
aſylum of Britiſh liberty, when 
the nation is enſlaved by domeſtic 
deſpotiſm, or foreign dominion ; 
when her ſubſtance is waſted, her 
ſpirit broke, and the laws and 
conſtitution of England are no more: 
then thoſe colcnies' ſent off by our 
fathers, may receive and entertain 
their ſons as hapleſs exiles and ruined 
refugees.” | 
Reader, if thou art an Fnglifh- 
man, thou wilt heave a figh, for 
* thy 
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1 thy injured country, and execrate 
| the authors of its impending” 
ruin. | | 15 Y 4 


Ai ARABIAN Moral Tale, enchſed 
| in a Letter to a Friend. 


. Dear FRANK, 


Yo U defired me to ſend you 
what ingenious pieces I could pick 
up, Which could afford you either 
| inſtruction, or amuſement. In 
| good truth, I have not been 
| able to meet with either, ſince my 
arrival in town. I have been, how- 
ever, 
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ever, employed for ſome days paſt 
in ſtripping the lining of an old hat 
box. The author of the Guardian, 
tells us, he diſcovered part of a work } 
in the like manner, which he im- 1 
agined vas intended for the _ 


Preſs. 

As you know the particular at- = 
tention I pay to every ſcrap of” ; | 
paper, which is either manuſcript, 4 


or printed, you will not wonder 
that, on my accidentally opening 
the lid of this old box a few 
days ago, I found its lining, 
throughout, was an Arabian Tale 
in manuſcript; but ſo extremely 
blotted, ſcrawled, and interlined, 
that it was with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty I could out make the ſtory. 
With much pains, however, I ac- 
compliſhed it, and was ſo much 
pleaſed with the moral of it, that I 
I thought it deſerved a better fate = 
than to line boxes, or to be deſtin- 
ed for the uſe of chandlers mops. 

Ks I have- 
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I have tranſcribed it fair for your pe- 
rufal, and as the ſentiments are juſt, 
hope you will be pleaſed with it. 


Adieu, your's, 


| | a . H. 


3 FATAL CURIOSITY. 
An Arabian Tale. 


| 

| Ir was the cuſtom of the Ca- 

| liphs of Bagdad, often in an 
| evening, to walk about the ſtreets 

| of that great city, in diſguiſe, 

that they might themſelves judge 

l of the manners, and way of life, 

of their ſubjects: that. thoſe who 

were detected in vice might be 
brought 
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brought to exemplary puniſhment, ; 
and that the induſtrious poor might 
be rewarded according as their 
virtues merited, or ſufferings re- 
quired. 4 

The great Caliph, Harouin Ar- 
riſched, was particularly fond of 
this cuſtom. ———Diſguiſed in the 
Habit of | the meaneft ' ſlave, he was 
often a ſpectator of ſcenes which 
would never, otherwiſe, have come 
to his notice. 

In theſe. ne&urnal rambles, Ha- 
roui conſtantly faw a merchant 
fitting at his windows, either ſing- 
ing, laughing, or ſhewing ſome 
other marks of extreme joy and 
content. 

Certainly tai the Caliph to 
himſelf) I have now found, what 
J have been long in ſearch of, a 
happy man; as this pleaſant crea- 
ture muſt have a heart perfectly at 
eaſe, by theſe perpetual tokens he 
diſcovers of unfeigned content.” 
am | Ii 
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The good Caliph imparted this 
ſurpriſing character he had diſcovered 
to his chief favourite Giafer, who 
was alſo his Prime Vizier, and who 
alone was privy to his maſter's nightly 
rambles. 

I can now (ſaid Harouin) dif- 
prove the aſſertion that you, Gia- 
fer, have always maintained, that every 
man is miſerable in ſome degree or 
other. You ſhall this evening attend 
me, and be an eye witneſs of the 
extreme felicity of this happy mer- 
chant.” 

When might arrived, the Sultan * 
his Prime Vizier went diſguiſed, pri- 
vately to the windows of this joyous 
man, whom they ſaw in repeated 
burſts of laughter; and, in the high- 
eſt ſpirits imaginable, entertaining his 
company. p | 
Well,“ faid the Sultan, © are you 
now convinced?“ 
| _ Giafer acknowledged, after 8 


other evening's obſervation of this 
mer- 


- 
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merchant, that he had at length dif- 
covered a happy man. He enquired 
of tlie neighbours who, and what 
he was; and if he was a fingle, 
or a married man. Ile learnt he 
was a diamond merchant poſſeſſed of 
great riches, \ ith a very fair cha- 
rafter; that he did many good 
works; that his doors were always 
open to the poor; that he was an 
un-married man; that he always teſ- 
tified ſuch an extreme joy, and had 
ſuch a conſtant flow of ſpirits, that 
| he went in the neighbourhood by 
the name of the happy merchant of 

Bagdad. | 
«© I muſt be acquainted with this 
man,“ | ſaid the Caliph, to Giafer, 
bring him to me to-morrow into 
my cloſet. I ſhould be glad to 
know the hiſtory of a man who 
poſſeſſes ſuch an 8 fund of 
chearfulneſs.” | 
SGiafer, the next day, obeyed his 
maſter's. orders, and Cogia Haſſan 
| (w hich 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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(which was the name of the happy 
-merchant) was. accordingly intro- 


duced to the grand Sultan's pri- 
vate audience; who having wel- 


comed him with affability ac- 
quainted him that he had heard ſo 


extraordinary a character of his chear- 
ful diſpoſition, and uncommon flow 


of joy on all occaſions, that he defir- 


ed to he acquainted with a life, 
which muſt have been marked wigh 


an un-interrupted ſeries of happineſs 


to occaſion fo conſtant a diſpoſition 
to mirth. | 

The merchant kneeling, thrice bel. 
ſed the foot of the Sultan, in token 
of obedience ; and thus addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the great monarch in the fol- 
lowing words : - | 

„Commander of the Faithful, 
will obey your orders: but your ma- 
zeſty is miſ-informed with regard to 


my happineſs, as I am, without ex- 


ception; the moſt wretched of Hu- 
man Beings. My miſery is &f 
| {0 
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fo peculiar a degree, that it can 
admit of not one -moment's relief; 
my unhappineſs is extreme, my 
torments can admit of no cure: 
[ pine in the midſt of affluence; ſur- 
rounded with the delights which 
uſually attend a fplendid fortune, 
1 figh without ceaſing: I would 
exchange ſituations with the mean- 
eſt, with the moſt ſordid beggar 
at my gates — Alas! the wretch- 
ed Cogia Haſſan is doomed, in this 
world, to perpetual mifery to 
all the horrors of hopeleſs deſire. 
tt is true, I dreſs my face in 
ſmiles,  — T try to cheat thoſe ſor- 
rows, which are ever gnawing at 
my heart, by outward expreſſions 
of mirth, and an affeQtation of mer- 
riment but do not, moſt dread 
ſovereign, umagine that guilt, or a 
crime of a capital kind, is the 
ſource from whence theſe ſorrows 
ſpring; for I am an innocent, 


though a moſt miſerable Being.“ 


The 
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The Caliph was aſtoniſhed. 
Giafer (ſmiled, and faid to him- 
ſelf, * I thought indeed my old aſ- 
ſertion, of the impoſſibility of perfect 
content in this uncertain ſtate of things, 
would hold good to the laſt.“ | 

Cogia Haſſan continued his diſcourſe. 
in the following manner: ; 

„My father was a very reſpect- 
able merchant, univerſally eſteemed. 
for his fair dealings. He gained a. 
very large fortune by trading to 
Golconda, to Viſapour, and to the 
and of Ceylon, for diamonds: 
beſides which treaſure, he had 
amaſſed an amazing number of 
beautiful gems, and precious ſtones. 
I was his only child, and as I was 
to be the heir of all this wealth, 
I had an education beſtowed upon 
me, befitting a perſon of much 
higher rank. My father doated on 
me, and, to ſay truth, I returned 
all his affection by the ſtricteſt 


obe- 


LITERARY AMUSEMENTS. 20g 


obedience, and unwearied — 
to oblige ſo tender a parent. 

„When I arrived at the age of 
twenty-one, I was made an equal 
partner in _ father's  merchan® 
dize. 
„About that time, he one day 
ſaid to me, Haſſan, I am going 
for ſome days to my country 
houſe: to' amuſe yourſelf in my 
abſence, I ſhould be glad if you 
would ſpend a few hours in the 
apartment I call the painted cham- 
ber, which is the repoſitory for 
the moſt beautiful gems and pre- 
cious ſtones: I would have you 
arrange the emeralds, amethyſts, the 
fapphires, and ſeveral brilliant dia- 
monds you will find there, in the 
moſt exact order. Select thoſe 
you think moſt beautiful, as-T ſhall 
ſoon preſent them to our moſt” gra- 
cious Sultan.” 

Harouin ſeemed ble of this 
compliment, and with a ſmile bade 
him proceed. | 


© You 


\ 
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« You wilt find, continued my 
father, theſe wonderfully fine gems. 
in a ſmall ebony cabinet, inlaid. 
with mother of pearl; and you 
will find fix drawers filled with 
the precious ſtones 1 have been 


mentioning.— There is, continued 


he, after a ſhort pauſe, a ſeventh, 
a ſecret drawer, in the center of 
the cabinet, to which is tied a 
ſmall chain and key :!——but, my 
dear Haſſan, I muſt inſiſt on your. 


not attempting to open that drawer, 


on pain of my diſpleaſure :---the con- 
tents of it may be fatal, 
„My father was to depart in the 


morning to his country ſeat. 


paſſed a ſleepleſs night, loſt in aſ- 
toniſhment at the prohibition I 
had received not to open the ſe- 
cret drawer in the ebony cabinet.--- 
My father's words, The contents 
of it, may be fatal,“ rung in my 


ears. How can it be fatal? ſaid 


I. My curioſity was inflamed and 
raiſed 
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raiſed to the higheſt pitch.---After 
a thouſand conjectures, what could 
occaſion this prohibition, the morn- 
ing at length arrived; but, happy 
alas! it had been for the wretched 
Haſan, if he had not lived to ſee 
if, 

„The inſtant my father was ſet 
out for the country, I ran to the 
painted chamber, and the firſt ob- 
ject I faw was the ebony cabinet. 
[ opened the doors of it with an 
impatience I had never before ex- 
perienced, and found, as my father, 
had told me, fix drawers filled with 
the moſt ineſtimable, and moſt beau- 
tiful gems of the Eaft,---But, alas! 
nothing attracted my fight ſo much 
as the little gold key and chain 1 
ſaw fixed to the. ſecret drawer in 
the center of the cabinet. I ſtood 
for ſome moments loft in aſtoniſh- 
ment... What detriment, what 
harm can enfue, ſaid I, from juft 
opening this drawer ?P——One view 

af 
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of its contents would fatisfy - me. 
— But did not my father forbid 
me fo to do ?---And yet, as many 
words are often dropped without 
any particular meaning, thoſe that 
fell from him were moſt probably 
no other, and therefore amount to 
nothing.---Well then, continued T, 
what reſtrains me, but that I 
take juſt one glympſe of this trea- 
ſure, whatever it be?---In an evil 
minute I ſnatched the gold key, 
-and applied it. to the lock, though 
a tremor ſerzed me at the time, for 
which I could not account. Every 
'attempt I made to open the drawer 
proved: ineffeCtual.---It ſeemed, in- 
deed, as if the contents were to 
be fatal to my repoſe, by the 
difficulties which. oppoſed my pur- 
pole. At laſt I diſcovered three 
fmall bolts.---Surely, faid I, this 
mult indeed be ſome ineſtimable 
treaſure to be thus guarded 
Theſe difficulties only ftill more 


ſimulated my cunoſity. 
At 
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„At length, aſter various efforts, 
I forced the bolts, and opened the 
ſecret drawer; but my wonder 
was great, to ſee nothing in it, 
but an old ſmall ivory box. 
„What! . faid I in amaze, all 
this care to guard this trifle? --- 
What could my father mean, by 
lo unaccountable a prohibition ? — 
Haply, continued 1, ſtarting back, 
ſome ſubtile poiſon of the Eaſt, 
tome Indian drug, whoſe very ſmell 
is fatal, is contained in this 1l]-look- 
ung box, for which I would not 
give one ſingle * Shakee. Put, 
ſurely, barely the fight of its con- 
tents cannot convey any poiſonous 


influence? --- Whatever be the con- 
lequence, after all my pains, I 
will run the hazard. --- Saying 


which, I inſtantly ſeized the box, 


* A ſmall piece of Turkiſh money, of the 
loweſt Kind in value, | 


and 
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and opened its lid; but, ah! no- 
thing could equal my aſtoniſhment, 
to behold- encloſed a miniature pic- 
ture of the moſt beautiful woman 
that ever nature or Imagination 
formed. Never were eyes ſo ani- 
mated ! Never were features or 
complexion fo raviſhingly lovely! 
No, not even the * Houris, who 
are to be the reward of the faithful 
in the gardens of paradiſe, could 
equal this enchanting beauty. I 
gazed with inexpreflible delight 
with a rapture I had never before 
experienced. | 

* It muſt be here obſerved, 1 
was a ſtranger to the force of fe- 
male charms. My heart, though 
capable of the ſofteſt impreſſions, 
had never yet been touched with 


* The name of thoſe beautiful virgins which 
Mahomet aſſerts, will make part of his paradiſe 
for good Muſſelmen. 


the 
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the powerful eye, of beauty, but 
had hitherto | maintained | the moſt 
perfect indifference for the whole 
ſex ln a moment I was ſeized 


with the moſt violent paſſion for 


the lovely creature, whom this en- 
chanting picture repreſented. - 
I (aw no name, however, which 


could guide me to lead for whom 
J obſerved a few 


it was intended. 
characters under it, which I did 
not underſtand, but which I hoped 
(as lovers believe all things pof- 


ſible) would be very caſily diſco- 


vered. | 

«© In a tranſport of admiration, 
not to be expreſſed, I took this ex- 
quiſitely beautiful picture from the 
box, and placed it in my boſom. 
After leaving the ſecret drawer ſe- 
curely locked, and ſhutting faſt the 


doors of the ebony cabinet, I re- 
tired to my own apartment; where 
I ftaid the remainder of the day, 


gazing, 
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gazing, with unſpeakable delight, 
on the raviſhing beauty of this 
inimitable object.! talked to it--- 
I preſſed it to my heart with the 
warmeſt rapture of enthuſiaſtic paſ- 
ſion. 

« Several days 1 ſpent in this 
delirium of extatic love, and, at 
length experienced all the fantaſtic 
effects of hopeleſs love.---A deep 
melancholy ſeized me; which, joined 
to my loſs of ſleep, and neglect of 
food, brought on a low and m 
guiſhing diſeaſe. 

In twelve days my father re- 
turned, aſtoniſhed to find ſo ama- 
zing a change, and grieved beyond 
expreſſion at my illneſs, which 
increaſed daily. _ Phyſicians were 
called to my aid; but, alas! all 
aſſiſtance was vain! My fond pa- 
rent never left my bed fide, but 
adminiſtered every medicine with 
his own hands: he bathed his aged 
£8 * cheek 


< 
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cheek with my tears, whilſt J re- 


ſom. ; 

„My beloved Haſlan, ſaid he, 
what can I do for 'thee? The 
phyſicians inform me thy malady 
is in thy mind. --Say, is it in the 
power of wealth to give thee eaſe? 
if fo, take all my outward worth. 
What is thy grief? --- What is the 
ſource of thy waſting afffiction? to 


whom but to thy tender parent, 


ſhouldeſt thou diſcloſe this ſecret 
anguiſh which preys on thy health 
and ſtrength ?--- Make me, my dear 
ſon, the confidant of thy ſorrows, 
or my grey hairs will ſoon be 
brought with grief, to the ſilent 
tomb. . | | 

„ Theſe affecting aſſurances of my 
father's tenderneſs cut me to the 
heart; but they could not aſſuage that 
ſecret and violent paſſion which 


preyed on my ſoul. Alas! little 


did my doating parent know the 
Vol. II. | > © . cauſe 


clined my head on his ani ted bo- 
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cauſe of my pains, or that I had 
ſo raſhly diſobeyed his orders, in 
exploring the contents of the pro- 
hibited drawer in the ebony cabi- 
net! My greateſt care was to 
conceal the fatal lovely picture 
in which I ſucceeded ſo well, that 
not one of my attendants diſco- 
vered it. if, 

«+ In fine, I languiſhed ſome 
moons on a ſick bed; when I at 
laſt formed a ſudden reſolution, 
that I would deſire permiſſion of 
my father to try the effe& of a dif- 
ferent air and -climate, though, in 
reality, my ſcheme was to ſearch 
the world over, to find the abode 
of the -enchanting beauty, whoſe 
amazing charms had brought me 
into ſo deplorable a condition. 

« I imparted my wiſh of tra- 
velling to ry. father on the ſcore 
of health. He was overjoyed at 
the leaſt * proſpect of my getting 
better, and believed, as did my phy- 


ſicians, 
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ſicians, it would have the moſt fa- 


lutary effect. The very idea that 
it might be poſſible for me to poſ- 
ſeſs the object of my ſoul's only 
wiſhes, gave me ſoon ſpirits enough 
to quit my hed, and, in a few 
weeks, a day was fixed for m J de- 
parture. 


„Of all the friends who viſited 


me in my illneſs a certain young 


merchant, of my own age and ſen- 


timents, 'was chiefly in my eſteem. 
His name was Helim. A few days 
before I left Bagdat, this kind 
friend begged he might attend me 
in my travels. 

* As I had long experienced his 
fidelity, and on the promiſe of the 
moſt inviolable ſecrecy on his ſide, 
1 thought in return for his moſt 
generous offer of attending me, I 


could do no leſs than acquaint him 


with the real motive of my inten- 


tion to travel. I opened my heart 
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to him, therefore, and informed 
him of my violent and ſingular 
paſſion, and firm determination of 
diſcovering the beautiful object 
which had occaſioned it. | 

„He heard me with humanity 
and patience, 'but with great aſto- 
niſhment. 

* vill attend you, he ſaid, to 
the world's end; but you muſt give 
me leave to ſay, I think your paſ- 


ſion mere madneſs and . folly.--- 


How know you but this portrait 


may be that of ſome lady already 


married ?” 
„ Ah name it not, I exclaimed, 


unleſs you would drive me quite 


diſtracted ! 
« Helim begged to ſee the pic- 


ture; but that I would not per- 


mit, leſt he ſhould grow as much 
enamoured with it as myſelf. 
« My father was .pleaſed that I 


had fo worthy and ſenſible a com- 


panion 
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panion to accompany me, and ſoon 
after appointed a day for our de- 
parture; and when it arrived, my 
dear father preſſed me to his heart 
with an energy no language can 
deſcribe. It was the laſt embrace 
of that fond parent, whoſe loſs I 
can never ſufficiently deplore. 

„On our firſt day's journey, I 
communicated to my faithful He- 
lim my intention to viſit firſt an 
ancient ſage, who lived at the foot 
of Mount Caucauſus. He was called 
the old man. of the mountain, 
From his profound knowledge, 1 
doubted not to be informed, who 
was the beautiful object of my un- 
happy paſſion, and where 1 might 
find her. 

« On the fourth day of our tra- 
vels, as if our great prophet was 
not inclined to favour my purſuit, 
we were ſet upon by a cruel ſet of 
Arabs, who having robhed. our 
mules, and murdered our. flaves, 


E caſt 
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caſt Helim and myſelf into a rapid 
river. Luckily we could both 
fwim with great ſkill, and, accord- 
ingly, we gained a ſmall iſland, 
ſurrounded by that river, in whoſe 
waters, it was judged, we might 
as well have periſhed, as we found 
the iſland was inhabited by nothing 
but wild beaſts. We climbed the 


| branches of ſome loſty trees, where 


we remained two days; and ſhould 
abſolutely have periſhed with hun- 
ger, but for a kind of wild figs, 
which grew at the foot of the 
tree. However, this kind of food 
was by no means ſufficient to ſup- 
port nature, in the Janguiſhing ſtate 
of health in which I ſtill remained. 

* On the third day, Helim, faid 
I, I faint for lack of nounſhment--- 
let us both deſcend. | 

„No, replied that dear, and ever 
to be lamented friend, ſtay here, my 
Haſſan I alone will go, and ſearch 
the [neighbouring thickets for ſome 

cooling 
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cooling fruits, to allay thy thirſt. 
doubt not to bring thee grapes, 
or berries, that will afford thee 
ſufficient nouriſhment. 

* You ſhall not go, ſaid I. But, 
alas! vain were my weak efforts 
to detain this generous friend, who 
thus nobly riſqued his life in * 
defence. 

Night came, but no Helim ar- 
rived - my agonies for his ſafety 
were inexpreſſible. Morning came 
but it came only to increaſe my 
horrors.---I ſaw now by his abſence 
he muſt inevitably have been the 
prey of wild beaſts. 

„Ah ! wretch: that I am, faid I, 
in an agony of grief, it was I that 
drew: thee- from thy friends, thy 
native land; to ſhare my unhappy 
deftiny ! It was I, that permitted 
thee to riſque thy precious life, 


| get me food! I ought to have 


died--have periſhed, ſooner than 


ſaffered- thee, - poor hapleſs youth, to 
L4 run 


wa 
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run this hazard! Ah, Helim ! He- 
lim! where art thou ?---Dead ?--- 
for me is this?---but I will find 
thy mangled corſe, and bathe it 
with my tears. 

* So ſaying I deſcended the tree, 
in a frantic rage of .grief.---I ran, I 
flew into the neighbouring wood, 
which I made reſound with the name 
of my beloved | Helim :---when, lo! 
at a ſmall diſtance from me, I diſ- 
covered a green ſerpent of an enor - 
mous fize, iſſuing from his den. 
---] ſaw his terrific jaws.——I ſaw 
him rear his creſt on high to the 
burning mid-day ſun. Horror ſeiz- 
ed me——when through the trees I 
diſcovered the banks of the river. I 
inſtantly ran, and plunged myſelf 
into the midſt of it, by which means 
I I eſcaped that dreadful foe to man 

and beaſt; who, I believe, had not 
deſcried me, but which I looked 
upon as the certain deſtroyer of the 
moſt generous and amiable friend 


that ever lived, 


„ ſwam 
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„J ſwam for my life to the op- 


poſite ſhore of the river. But I will 
not weary your majeſty with the 
numberleſs perils and dangers I ſuſ- 
tained for ſeveral weeks, i I gained 
Mount, Caucaſus; I, however, at 
length arrived there in fafety. The 


firſt object which I beheld, was the 
old man of the mountain, fitting at 
the entrance of his cave, enjoying 


the balmy breath of the fineſt even- 
ing nature ever ſaw, Never did I 
behold ſo venerable a figure as this 
old man. His beard was whiter 


than the driven ſnow, and reached 
to his girdle, To an uncommon 


ſweetneſs which appeared in his 


aged countenance, there was joined 
an air of the utmoſt knowledge, | 


and penetration. 
« He received me very courte- 


ouſly, and with a ſmile, defired I 
would enter his cave and partake 


of his fimple fare, which con- 
ſiſted of berries, and a few wild 
| „ — 
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fruits, which grew on the fide of the 
mountain, from which guſhed a ſmall 
rivulet, with which I allayed my 
thicſt, after I had fatisfied my 
hunger. Ros | 

J ſoon informed him of the oc- 
caſion of my viſit ; and ſhewed him 
the fatal picture, which I always 
wore next my heart. 

«© The venerable ſage looked upon 
me with humanity; but expreſſed 
no ſurprize at the ſingularity of 
my unhappy attachment. He was 
too well acquainted with the human 
heart,' to expreſs the leaſt wonder 
at the ſtrange effects of its paſſions. 

« He looked at the picture atten- 
tively, particularly at the the cha- 
raters under it; examined ſeveral 
books of ancient Janguages, and 
appeared deeply loſt in contempla- 
tion: but, alas! could give me 
no information. He returned me 
the picture with theſe words: 


* Young 


- 
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<« Young man, I pity you ———- 
though my knowledge is pretty 
general, yet, I confeſs, I am wholly 
unacquainted with theſe characters; 
conſequently I cannot inform you 
of either the name, or natien of 
this lady.——My advice is then to 
return home and drop the pur- 
ſuit. | 
« ] told him that was impoſlible, 
for that my foul would never 
find reſt, until I had made the 
diſcovery. | 

Hapleſs young man! he cred, . 
with great emotion of pity.— And 
after a pauſe, I can inform you, 
ſaid he, of a wonderful magician, 
who, I believe, can aſſiſt you, but 
the diſtance he lives at from hence 
is great. | 

** I haſtily replied, that would be 
no objection. 

« He then told me, in a deſart 
iſland near the coaſt of Sumatra, 
lived Alquiſe, who had knowledge 

of 
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of every language of every nation, 
under the fun, and likewiſe of all 
events, paſt, preſent, and to come. 

„% thanked the old man of the 
mountain for his mtelligence, who 
gave me an affectionate embrace at 
parting ; and I ſet out on this moſt 
perilous, and immenſe journey. 

* To recount the dangers I met 
with, both by land and fea, would 
fill a volume; but what will not 
a young heart undertake, when vio- 
lently bent on the poſſeſſion of its 
darling object! In fine, I reached 
the iſland of Sumatra, after, having 
twice ſuffered ſhipwreck. From 
Sumatra, I with the utmoſt diffi- 


culty, at length reached the deſart 


land, to which I had been directed 
by the old man of the mountain. 


1 wandered in it ſome days, with- 


out ſeeing either man or beaſt. I 
found however, that tree in great 
abundance which bears the bread- 
Truit, and that afforded me great 
| | nouriſn- 
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nouriſhment. I could ſee no perſon 
of whom I could enquire where the 
magician dwelt, till chance directed 
me to the ſide of an high rock, under 
which I obferved a dark and deep 


cave, overgrown with yew, and other 


baneful boughs of trees, on which 
were ſeated ſeveral bats, ravens, and 
other birds of prey, 

*« Whilſt I was conſidering if this was 
the abode of the wonderful magician, 
I faw a ſmall, ill-favoured tawny 
dwarf, who came out of the cave. 
He accoſted me civilly; and after 
T had informed him my buſineſs was 
to his maſter, he acquainted me, to 
my infinite regret, that a few days 
before, he had ſet out on a long 


Journey to his caſtle, in the Black 


Foreſt, in the kingdom of Monomotapa, 
in Africa. | 
« This was a ſtroke, indeed, after 
all the hazards and inexpreſſible 
hardſhips I had ſuſtained in getting 
to the deſart iſland. But that paſ- 
kon 
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ſion which abſorbs every other conſi- 
deration, where it has once taken root, 
animated me to_ purſue every method 
for its gratification. . 

« I got again to Sumatra, from 
whence I embarked in the firſt fhip;; 
and after a ſeries of calamities, arrived 
in Africa, 

* T proceeded to the kingdom of 
Monomotapa, and at length arrived 
at the Black Foreit, when I ſoon 
diſcovered a magnificent caſtle before 
me, which J imagined, to be the re- 
fidence of the renowned magician 
Alquiſe; and I was right in my con- 

jecture. I never beheld a more ſu- 
perb ſtructure; it was built entirely 
of black marble. Twelve tawny-co- 
loured- dwarfs conducted me up the 
like number of ſteps to an apart- 
ment where Alquiſe was fitting with 
another magician. | SPE 

% Your majeſty, continued the 
merchant, will imagine the idea of 
being alone with two enchanters 
could 
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could give me no very pleaſing ideas: 
however, I ſoon found I had nothing 
to fear. I recounted the dangers, 
the amazing perils I had ſufferred in 
getting to his preſence, and I ſoon 
learnt that the wifdom of a magician 
cannot defend him from the pride 
inherent to man; for he ſeemed pleaſ- 
ed with the preference I had given 
him. 
„An elegant repaſt was ſet before 
me; after which I entered upon the 
buſineſs I came about. 1 took the 
picture from my breait, and preſent- 
ed it, begging him to diſcover the 
ne me and place of abode of the fair 
lady whoſe portrait it was. 
e looked at the characters, but 
ſeemed rather ſurprized, and ſaid they 
were in the Chaldean language. 

« His brother magician retired 
with him into another apartment 
to inſpect ſome manuſcripts on this 


occalion, which, they doubted not, 
would 
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would lead to a diſcovery of the 
name. | | 

„J was left three hours alone, in 
a perturbation of mind no words can 
exprels, At length the magicians 
returned to me with the picture. 

„ . Young man, faid Alquiſe, I 
pity thy unfortunate paſſion; but it is 


neceſſary to inform thee this lady liv- 


ed four thouſand years ago. She was 
the beautiful captive princeſs Babral- 
dabour, daughter of Jehoiakim, king 
of Judah, in the days of the Baby lo- 
niſh captivity, at the time of Jeremiah 
the prophet; or of Sennacherib, king. 


of Aſſyria, in the days of good king. 
Hezekiah, ſucceſſor to David, king 
over Iſrael.” | | 


% The magician might have gone 
on for a year in his account of the 
kings of Babylon or Ifrae] :!——l heard 
My eyes ſeemed cloſed 
in death; cold ſweats bedewed my 
face, and I fell lifeleſs at the feet of 

the- 
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the magician, —>Succeſlive fits of 
fainting rendered me unable to ſpeak 
for ſeveral hours. | 

I remained at the black caſtle for 
ſome weeks in the moſt deplorable 
ſtate of melancholy. 

„ One would naturally have ima- 
gined, that on the knowledge of the 
beautiful object of my unhappy paſ- 
ſion having ſo long ceaſed to be, I 
ſhould have recovered my tranquility 
but, alas! I found the effect entirely 
different ;!—I was now wretched be- 
yond the power of deſcription— 
found it was hope, that friend to love, 
that had before, fo wonderfully ſup- 
ported me, and now that friend had 
left me! 

« Ah! why, ſaid I, in an agony 
of deſpair, did I ſeek to know my 
deſtiny? I might ſtill have gazed. 
on that bewitching face ſtill have 

fancied thoſe enchanting eyes were 
| fixed on mine with ſoftneſs! But 
thoſe fond ideas are for ever baniſh- 


ed 
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ed, and black deſpair muſt now be 
the lot of Haſlan! | 

4 I wandered whole days in the 
Black Foreſt, calling on the name 
of the beautiful princeſs Babralda- 
bour. ; 
eln fine, after having received 
many civilities from the magician, 
I departed for Bagdat ; where, after 
a tedious journey, I arrived in ſafety, 
though to be, if poſſible, more unhap- 
Py ; as the firſt news J heard on my 
arrival was, that my dear and excel- 
lent parent had expired a few weeks 
before, through grief at my long ab- 
ſence. This fatal news drove me 
near deſtruction. And thongh I 
came into the poſſeſſion of immenſe 
wealth, the agonies of my mind ren- 
dered me incapable of enjoying it. 

«© Wretched Haſſan! I continually 
exclaimed, what miſeries has thy fol- 
ly, the puriuit of thy obſtinate 
paſſion occaſioned ! It was that, 


alas! which brought my poor, my 
ever- 
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ever-lamented Helim, to an untime- 
ly ſhocking death |-——lt was that 
which has ſhorn my dear, my aged 
parent's thread of life in twain, and, 
brought his grey © hairs . with ſorrow 
to the grave My faithful flave too 
loſt their lives on my account! Gra- 
cious heaven! what a chain of mi- 
ſerable events has my mad purſuit 
brought on me! But my crime in 
diſobeying the commands of my fa- 
ther, has met with its juſt puniſh- 
went. | 
„Thus continually ſpending my 


wretched days in the agonies of re- 


morſe, I wear out a miterable being. 
& It is now ten years ſince this 
calamity befel me; but time, by no 


means, has obliterated my _ ſorrows. 


J have long tried to cheat my griefs, 
by aſſuming a face of chearfulneſs, 
whilſt my heart is a prey to the 


keeneſt angaiſh. The recital of my 


misfortunes will convince your ma- 
jeſty, that I juſtly ſaid T was one of 
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the moſt wretched of human: beings, 
however I conceal my ſorrows under 
a ſhew of joy.” 

Here the merchant finiſhed his hiſ- 
tory. The humane Haroun Arriſ- 
chid, teſtified great compaſſion for 
the misfortunes of the unhappy Haſ- 
fan. He loaded him with favours ; 
made him one of his chief favourites; 
and often cauſed him to recite his 
affecting ſtory to the young nobles 
of the court, to warn them of the 
fatal effects of ſuffering an inordinate 
paſſion to lead them into purſuits 
equally vain and fruitleſs; purſuits 
which can only be productive of re- 
pentance and diſappointment. | 
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